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Divinity. - 


A DISCOURSE ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 
(Concluded from page 290.) 


We have hitherto considered sin in relation to the immortality 
of man, without taking into view the degree of criminality attached 
to it. And here we are lost. We have not the means of de- 
termining the degree of criminality attached to a single sinful 
action. On the one hand, God has given us no rule to determine 
precisely its dimensions; and on the other, our hearts are too 
hard, and our understandings too dark, for us to comprehend what 
is continually present with us. And yet.we see that one sinner 
destroyeth much good. If the slightest motion of the corruption 
of the heart gives exquisite pain to a tender conscience, what 
shall we say of those crimes which are committed in defiance of 
all laws human and divine! By a single action a man forfeits his 
life, and makes himself and his friends unhappy. By a single 
action of a despot, oppression and war spread wide devastation 
and misery. In these instances we see that sin is a great evil, 
and its magnitude can be determined only by the magnitude of the 
misery inflicted ; to determine which, we must know the nature 
of the relation which one bears to universal being. But this 
relation is perhaps never seen by us in all its extent in this life. 
Man is related, not only to his fellow creatures, to the animate 
and inanimate parts of creation, but to angels, and to God: 
When, therefore he sins, he outrages the relations he sustains to 
every part of the universe. He violates universal order; and the 
magnitude of his sin is in some sense co-extensive with the order 
violated. 

This may be illustrated by referring to the case of our first 
parents. ‘They sustained this manifold relation; and when they 


transgressed the whole universe was affected by their transgres- 
Vou. VI. 41 
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sion. God was dishonoured ; angels were grieved; the earth was 
cursed ; pain and death took hold on all animals; they them- 
selves lost the image and favour of God, and entailed pollution, 
pain, and death on all their posterity. How great must be the 
malignity of sin, for one act of transgression to produce so much 
evil! Yet, perhaps, their transgression was not in itself so malig- 
nant as many committed by us. And because we are not now 
in circumstances to determine precisely the magnitude of sin, 
shall we represent it as a small evil?—O proud, presumptuous 
man! Go, learn from the first transgression, from thy relation to 
God and his creatures, and above all from the threatenings of the 
divine law, that sin is a great evil, and that it shall be punished, 
not only with an everlasting punishment, but with a punishment as 
great in degree as the collected guilt of all thy crimes! To return, 

6. We learn with the utmost certainty the everlasting duration 
of future punishment from the constitution of the present and 
future state. The present is a probationary state for the kingdom 
of heaven. The future is a state of retribution. If this difference 
in these two states can be proved by the scriptures, it will follow 
that none can be saved in the future state who are not prepared 
for the kingdom of heaven in this. That the present ts man’s 
probationary state is abundantly evident. In this world he is on 
trial for the kingdom of heaven. Here he is to qualify himseli 
for that higher, better state; and if he is found faithful, he shall. 
in due time, enter into the joys of his Lord ; but if unfaithful, he 
will be rejected, and devoted to everlasting punishment. This is 
plain from the scriptures. 

Besides. It is evident that mankind in general are not now in 
a confirmed, but changeable state. They may, and often do 
change from bad to good, and from good to bad. If it were not 
so there would be no propriety in the mighty efforts used for the 
conversion of the wicked, nor in the motives and admonitions 
addressed to Christians to preserve them from apostasy. 

Every thing which we can conceive necessary to constitute 4 
state of probation, belongs to man’s state in this world. Here life 
and death are set before him. He is the subject of all the means 
of grace. The gospel is preached to him, and the Holy Spirit 
helpeth his infirmities. He is told that this state will soon end, 
and that his future state will be determined by the deeds done 11 
this. These things indicate a state of probation as clearly as any 
thing can. 

That the future state is different from this is not less clear. 
Innumerable intimations are given in the scriptures that this state 
of things will not always last. The night will come when no man 
ean work. God’s Spirit will not always strive with man. The 
time is coming, when, if he goes on in his evil way, God will not 
hear his prayer. He is admonished not to harden his hear‘ 
beyond the accepted time and day of salvation. 
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But what renders this clear beyond a doubt is, that the future 
state is a state of retribution, where every one shall receive accord- 
ing to the deeds done tn the body, whether they be good or bad. 
There the righteous shall be rewarded, and the wicked punished 
for the transactions of this life, and no alteration can ever take 
place in the condition of either. This is as clear concerning the 
wicked, as concerning the righteous. 

There are no intimations given in the scriptures, that the offers 
of salvation will ever be made to the impenitent in the future state. 
The gospel will not be preached to them, nor will prayers be 
offered for them. The strivings of the Spirit, the intercession of 
the Son, and the long sufferance of the Father have all ceased 
with respect to them. Then he that is unjust, shall be unjust 
still, and he that is filthy shall be filthy still. The future condi- 
tion of the wicked is described as a state of wrath without mz- 
ture, and yudgment without mercy. Hope and mercy are strangers 
in those doleful regions; but despair, with weeping, wailing and 
gnashing of teeth attend them, and the smoke of their torment as- 
cendeth up for ever and ever. Hence it is evident that their 
reformation, and of course their salvation, is impossible, unless it 
can be supposed that a state of wrath without mixture, and judg- 
ment without mercy, can do more for them than all the means of 
grace employed in this life, were able to effect. 

The scripture doctrine of future punishment is very different 
from that which some believers in Universal Salvation contend 
for. They represent future punishment as designed for the re- 
formation of the punished. ‘That this is the case with those pun- 
ishments which are disciplinary, is readily admitted ; but not with 
those which are capital. The punishments which God inflicts 
upon sinners in this life, are generally disciplinary, because they 
are mixed with mercies, are !ess than the full desert of sin, and 
are intended for the reformation of those who are the subjects of 
them. But it is different with those of the future state, which 
are capital, unmixed with mercy, and intended to satisfy justice 
and give warning to others. To suppose, therefore, that the fu- 
ture punishment is designed for the good of the damned them- 
selves, is not less absurd than to suppose a man is hanged for his 
good, to prepare him for those duties and privileges of society, 
from which he will be for ever cut off by his punishment. 

It appears, therefore, that the constitution of the present and 
future states, is inconsistent with the salvation of those who con- 
es a through this life. To af OME neine 

ut a fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation whic 
shall > the sdemte ta no man eaes himself : God ts 
not mocked. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
Sin deserves everlasting punishment, and the word of God assures 
us that the sinner, in the future state, shall receive his full wages. 
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We have now briefly examined the principal proofs of the 
everlasting duration. of future punishment, and find them im- 
moveably founded upon the rock of divine truth. The more 
carefully they are examined, the more solid and important they 
will appear. And here, were I to indulge the feelings of my own 
heart, I should address this auditory, and pour upon them all the 
admonitions, invitations, and entreaties of the gospel, to give all 
diligence—to work out their salvation with fear and trembling, while 
the Holy Spirit 1s working in them to will and to do of his own 
good pleasure. But I have trespassed already too far upon your 
patience, and the time which remains I would reserve for my 
brethren in the ministry, for whose sake I shall exhibit some of 
the inferences arising from the subject discussed in the foregoing 
pages, 


Dear Breturen,—Your office places you where you may be 
addressed in the words originally spoken to the prophet Ezekiel: 
‘So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, 
and warn them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked 
man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the 
wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou 
warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from 
his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered 
thy soul.” : 

1. How vast are the interests of immortal beings! Compared 
with these the greatest interests of time dwindle into nothing. 
Our blessed Lord, who best knew how to estimate all the interests 
of men, has taught us that if.a man should gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul, he would be an infinite loser. How valu- 
able soever any of the objects of this life may appear to man, let 
him but recollect that they perish with the using, and they wil! 
not appear to deserve the least anxiety. The interests of time 
appear great only when those of eternity are out of sight, or are 
viewed through a false medium. Eternal things alone deserve 
our high regard. 

Let a man consider that he has but a short time to spend in 
this world, and then is to enter upon an unchangeable, everlasting 
state; that the character he forms here is to decide whether his 
future condition shall be happy or miserable; that every action 
he performs, every desire and temper he indulges, goes to form 
his character and decide his everlasting state ; let him I say, con- 
sider these things, and he will be ready to inscribe vanity of 
vanities, upon all the objects of time and sense, while those which 
are eternal will engross his whole attention and desire. It will 
be of small importance with such an one whether he be rich ot 
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poor, honourable or despised in this world; his grand concern 
will be to please his God, and prepare to live with him for ever. 
He will be ready to say with one of our poets, - 


“No matter which my thoughts employ, 
A moment’s misery or joy : 
But O, when both shall end 
Where shall I find my destin’d place ? 
Shall I my everlasting days, 
With fiends, or angels spend ?” 


2, Ministers of the gospel! The eternal interests of mankind 
are in some. sense committed into your hands. You are the 
priests of the Most High God. You are the ambassadors of Jesus 
Christ. Your business is to save the souls of your fellow crea- 
tures. Your commission runs in these words: “ Go ye into alt 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.-—Take heed, 
therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the 
Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God 
which he hath purchased with hs own blood.” 

**Q! what a situation have we ventured to accept! to be placed 
over a multitude of souls, with this charge respecting each of 
them, ‘if thou lJettest this man perish through thy neglect, thy 
life shall go for his life ;? to be obliged, by official duty, to speak 
every word under oath, with the penalty of perjury before our 
eyes; to be under bounden duty to know that every doctrine we 
utter is true; to waste our days, our nights, and to consume our 
animal nature, and weary out our intellectual nature, to learn and 
know the truth of God; to be instant in season and out of sea- 
son; and to see that no soul perish through our negligence! It is 
an awful station !’* 

The wicked are to be warned of their evil ways and repressed; 
the ignorant are to be instructed; the inquirer is to be directed ; 
the mourner is to be comforted ; the Christian is to be built up 
on his most holy faith; the tempted are to be held up; the hy- 
pocrite must be detected ; the true and the false marks of grace 
are to be exhibited; error is to be confuted, and truth defined : 
and from our skilfulness or unskilfulness, our faithfulness or un- 
faithfulness, eternal consequences spring both to ourselves and to 
the people to whom we are sent. Well may we exclaim with the 
apostle, and who 1s sufficient for these things ! | 

3. In particular, my brethren, let us consider what is implied 
in warning the wicked of his way. And does it not imply, that 
we set before him the greatness of his sin and folly, and alarm 
his fears with those penal torments which. are threatened in the 
word of God? I know that this kind of preaching is unpopular. 
Many ask if “‘ we would frighten people to heaven?” They have 
persuaded themselves either that there is no future punishment, 


* Dr. Gray. 
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or that it is not so painful a thing to be damned as some would 
represent it. They think if there is no literal fire and brimstone 
in the composition of future punishment, the pains of hell will be 
quite tolerable. ‘They have found out the art of explaining away 
the threatenings of God’s law, to keep their consciences asleep, 
and hide danger from their eyes. Of course they will think him 
their enemy who would undeceive, and apprize them of their 
danger. But the ambassadors of Christ inust not be influenced 
by their views, nor terrified by their opposition. And if they 
feel the responsibility of their office they will not, but will remem- 
ber that if the wicked are not warned, their blood shall be re- 
quired at their hands. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, 
they will persuade men. ‘The heaviest curses in all the word of 
God await those who see the sword coming, but give not warning 
—who, in this respect, do the work of the Lord deceitfully. To 
save themselves and those who hear them, the ministers of Christ 
must join with a tender compassion for sinners, a boldness and a 
firmness in admonishing them of their danger. ‘They must be 
instant in season and out of season, reproving, rebuking, and ex- 
horting with all long-suffering and doctrine, and enforce obedience 
io the precepts of their Master by the threatenings of his gospel. 

We must shortly go and give an account of our stewardship! 
We must stand before the judgment-seat of Christ! We shall 
meet there the congregations and the individuals to whom we 
have preached, and whom we have had opportunity to warn. Let 
us take heed to our ministry that none be found to accuse us in 
that day. Better would it have been for us if we had not been 
born, than to be found with the blood of our fellow creatures 
upon us. QO that we might take heed to the ministry which we 
have received, and that at last we might be enabled to render up 
our accounts with joy, and not with grief! 

Unconverted sinners! I cannot think of your going away from 
this place, and having it to say, that a word was not addressed to 
you, adapted to your case. 

I would entreat you to consider yourselves as the persons to 
whom the ministers of the gospel are sent, and whom they are to 
warn. It is your character we have drawn in this discourse. 
You are immortal beings, destined to an infinite existence! But 
you have sinned against God, and against your own souls, and 
are now in danger of eternal damnation. Your sin is great, and 
your punishment will be as great. Consider! you are immortal! 
and every sin you have committed is commensurate with the 
magnitude and duration of your powers! Your sins are exceed- 
ingly aggravated. You have sinned against light and against 
mercy. You have practically rejected the council of God, re- 
fused obedience to Christ, and put eternal life far ffom you. You 
have made light of your most weighty concerns. 
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These charges, though awful, you cannot deny. How great 
then must be your guilt, and how imminent your danger! It is 
nothing less than everlasting punishment, a state of endless woe 
and misery, wherein you will be tormented by unavailing sorrow 
and regret, by despair and remorse of conscience, together with 
the just severities of the divine displeasure, which will be as a 
worm that dieth not, and as a fire that is not quenched. 

And do not flatter yourselves that this is a light matter, or that 
these miseries may either be avoided or terminated. Consider 
well what has been said upon the certainty and eternity of future 
punishment. A hasty or prejudiced look into these subjects will 
do you no good, and may do you immense harm. Do not jest 
with things so serious, do not trifle with interests so vast; but 
weigh the arguments with the utmost attention, and then say 
whether you are willing to risk the consequences of a life spent 
in sin. 

Now you are probationers for the kingdom of heaven. Now 
is the accepted tyme, now 1s the day a salvation. You now have 
the offer of : salvation. In the name of Christ, and in the presence 
of all these, his ministers, I make you the offer of salvation upon 
condition of repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and these shall be witnesses against you in that day, if 
you are found in your sins. Yes, your blood shall be upon your 
own heads, if you perish with a Saviour in your view. ‘Turn, 
therefore, to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to-day 
do I declare that I will render double unto you, saith the Lord. 
‘To whom be glory for ever. Amen. 
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Biography. 


—-— 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. WILLIAM PENN. CHANDLER. 


Tue subject of this memoir, was born in Charles county, 
Maryland, June 22d, 1764. At the age of twenty-six years, he 
experienced the work of regeneration, on the 20th of August, 
1790, at half past 8 o’clock in the evening, in St. Gearge’s Church, 
in Philadelphia. He was admitted into the Travelling Connexion 
on probation, at the Philadelphia Conference in 1797, and ap- 
pointed to Strasburg circuit. In 1798 he travelled on Strasburg 
and Chester circuits. In 1799 he was admitted into full connex- 
ion, ordained deacon and appointed to Cecil circuit, and in 1800 
he travelled Cecil and Dover. In 1801 he was ordained elder, 
and appointed to Bristol. In 1802 he was stationed in Philadel- 
phia, and in 1803 he travelled Milford circuit. In 1604 he was 
appointed presiding elder on Delaware district, which office he 
filled with uncommon success for four years; and in 1808 he was 
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put in charge of Chesapeake district, where his health failing, he 
was entered on the minutes at the following conference supernu- 
merary, but without a station. In 1810 he was stationed on 
Bristol circuit, and in 1811 his health failing, he took a superan- 
nuated relation. He received a location in 1813. Such, how- 
ever, was his invielable attachment to the Travelling Connexion, 
that in the last year of his life, he begged the privilege of dying 
with his itinerant brethren, and his humble, affectionate request 
was granted, and his name was enrolled on the minutes with his 
superannuated brethren, at the Philadelphia Conference, in May, 
1822; and on the 8th of December following he was welcomed 
into the joy of his Lord. That unerring hand, which led him to 
his crown conducted, him to it in the following manner, viz. On 
the first Sabbath in May, 1820, while our beloved brother was in 
the delightful work of preaching a crucified Saviour, in Ebenezer 
church in Philadelphia, he was visited with a paralytic shock, 
which disabled wholly his left side, from which he never fully 
recovered. In July 1822 he took a voyage to the West-Indies, 
under the nursing hand of his affectionate wife, for the amendment 
of his health; and after a passage of twenty-four days, arrived in 
St. Eustatia, and on the week following, he had a second stroke 
of the Palsy, and that on his right side, which after his return 
home, and lingering twelve weeks, terminated his mortal career. 

A specimen of the general state of his mind as the closing 
scene drew near, may appear from the following fact, viz. His 
class-leader, Brother T. Jackson, on his way to church one Sab- 
bath, calling to see him, he inquired of Brother J. the day of the 
week, and on hearing the word Sunday; “Sunday!” said the 
triumphant saint, “Go then to the meeting and tell them that I 
am dying, shouting the praises of God.” His ecstacy then being 
very great, he turned to his wife and said, ‘“‘ My dear Mary, open 
the window, and let me proclaim to the people in the streets the 
goodness of God.” 

An affectionate brother, a Physician, gives the following ac- 
eount. “TI visited Dr. Chandler daily during his last illness, 
which was of long continuance; his disease was an almost uni- 
versal Paralysis. ‘The attack had at first been confined to one 
side and after a partial recovery only of that side, the other be- 
came affected in like manner with the first. His mind as well as 
his body, felt the effects of the disease, which at times caused a 
considerable derangement of intellect: but notwithstanding the 
confusion that was apparent in his mental operations, his constant 
theme was his God and the salvation of his soul: and on these 
subjects it was truly surprising to hear him converse. Although 
Dr. Chandler seemed incapable of rational reflection on other 
subjects, yet on that of religion, at intervals, he never conversed 
with more fluency, correctness and feeling, at any period of his 
life. He appeared to be exceedingly jealous of himself, and 
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occasionally labouring under fear, lest he might have deceived 
himself, and that he should, finally become a: cast-away; but of 
these apprehensions he was generally relieved, whenever we ap- 
proached a throne of grace, which we were in the habit of doing 
on almost every.visit. In this state he remained until within a 
few days of his death, when the Lord was graciously pleased, in 
a most extraordinary manner, to pour out his Spirit upon. his ser- 
vant; and although his body was fast sinking, his mind for two 
days was restored to perfect vigour and correctness. During thia 
time, he seemed to be in the borders of the-heavenly inheritance. 
He spoke of the glories, the joys, and the inhabitants of heaven, 
as though he had been in the:midst of them. Heremarked to me 
at the time, that he felt that his soul had begua to dissolve its.con- 
nection with the body; and that there was a freedom, a clearness 
and ease in.its views and operations, that were entirely new to him, 
and that he had never before formed. a conception of—in fact, 
said he, I know not whether I am in the body or out of it. Soon 
after this he sunk into a stupor, in-which he remained to the last. 
On the Sabbath following, his funeral sermon was preached by 
the author of these lines, to a large and deeply affected congrega- 
tion, “ny these ine 0 of the apne I —. not oot 
you to be sgnorant, brethren, them that are asleep, an 
that ye sorrow not even as others which Kent no hope.” e ; 

As a Christian, and as a Christian minister, W. P. Chandler 
was a man of no ordinary grade. In his deportment, dignity and 
humility, fervour and gentleness, plainness and brotherly kindness, 
with uniform piety, were. strikingly exemplified. In the pulpit, 
his soul was in his. eloquence, his Saviour was his theme; and 
the Divine unction that rested upon him, and the evangelical en- 
ergy of his sermons, gave a success to his labours, that has been 
exceeded by few. He studied to shew himself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightiy diwiding the 
word of truth: and how good a proficient he was in this. study, 
thousands who were blessed under his ministry, can heartily tes- 
tify: many of whom are living witnesses of the happy effects of 
his labours, while he is now reaping his eternal reward. 


Scripture Iiiustrated. 
—= 
ILLUSTRATION OF HEBREWS XI. 30. 
And others were tortured, not expecting deliverance. 
Al short account of the Bastinapo, supposed to be referred to i 
this verse. 


On the 15th of Nov. 1779, Mr. Antes, returning from a 
short country excursion to Grand Cairo, was seized by some of 


the attendants of Osman Bey, a Mamaluke chief: and, after strip- 
Vou. VI. 42 
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ing him of his clothes, they demanded money ; which he not 
baving about him, they dragged him before the Bey,, telling: him 
that he was a European, from whom he’ might get something. 
In order to extort money from him, the Bey ordered ‘him to be 
bastinadoed : they first threw him down flat ‘on ‘his face, and then 
bent up his legs, so that the soles of his feet were horizontal; 
they then brought a strong staff, about six:feet long, with’an ‘iron 
chain fixed to it at both ends. . This chain they threw round both 
feet above the ancles, and twisted them together; and two fel- 
lows on each side, provided with what they call a corbage, held 
up the soles of the feet by means of the stick. When thus placed, 
an officer whispered in his ear, “Do not ‘suffer yourself to be 
beaten; give him a. thousand dollars, and he will let you go.” 
Mr. Antes, not willing to give up the money which he had re- 
ceived for the goods of other merchants, refused: the two men 
then began to beat the soles of his feet, at first moderately ; but 
when a second application for money was refused, and then the 
demand was two thousand dollars, they began to lay on more 
roughly, and every stroke felt like the application of a red hot 
poker. Finding they could get no money, supposing he might 
have some choice goods, a third application was made to him by 
the officer: he told them he had a fine silver-mounted blunder- 
buss at his lodging which he would give. The Bey asked what 
he offered; the officer sneered, and said, bir carabina, i. e. “ one 
blunderbuss ;” on which the Bey said, ettrup il kulp, “ beat the 
dog.” Then they began to lay on with all théir mght. “At 
first,” says Mr. Antes, “the pain was excruciating ; + but, after 
some time, my feeling grew numb, and it was like beating a bag 
of wool.” Finding that nothing was to be got from him, and 
knowing that he had done nothing to deserve punishment; the 
Bey ordered them to let him go. One of the attendants anointed 
his feet, and bound them up with some rags, put him on an ass, 
and conducted him to his house in Cairo, and laid him on his 
bed, where he was confined for six weeks before he could walk 
even with crutches; and for more than three years his feet and 
ancles were very much swelled; and, though twenty years had 
elapsed when he published this account, his feet and ancles were 
so ‘ ected, that, on any strong exertion, they were accustomed to 
swell. : 7 ! 

He mentions instances of the -bastinado having been applied for 
three days successively; and, if the person survived, the feet were 
rendered useless for life; but in general, he observes, when they 
have received between five and six hundred strokes, the blood 
gushes from their mouth and nose, and they die either under or soon 
after the operation. 

How he felt his mind affected on this distressing occasion, he 
thus piously describes: “I at once gave up myself for lost, well 
knowing that my life depended on the caprice of a brute, in hu- 
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man’shape ; and having heard and:seen such: examples of unre- 
lenting cruelty, I could not expect to fare ‘better than others. had 
done before me: Ihad therefore nothing left but to cast myself on 
the mercy of God, commending my soul to him ; and indeed I'must 
in gratitude confess, that I experienced His supportmost po 

fully ; so that all fear of death:was taken from me; and. if 1 could 
have bought my life for one halfpenny, I should, I believe, have 

hesitated*to’ accept the offer.” oie ihr Fe 
Observations on the Manners, &c. of the Egyptians, by 

J. Antes, Esq. 12mo. ‘Dublin, 1801, p. 146. 

CriarKe’s. COMMENTARY. 

The Attributes of God Displayed. 
7 ae  aaebre oy li 

REFLECTIONS ON THE ATMOSPHERE, BY THE REV. J. HERVEY. 


‘“‘Ir we turn our thoughts to:the atmosphere, we find a most 
curious and exquisite apparatus:of air. This is a source of in- 
numerable:advantages ; all which are fetched from the very jaws 
of ruin: To explain this: the pressure of the air on a person of 
a moderate size is‘equal to the weight of twenty thousand pounds. 
Tremendous consideration! Should a house fall upon us with 
half that force, it would break every bone of our bodies... Yet so 
admirably has the Divine Wisdom contrived the air, and so nicely 
counterpoised its: dreadful power, that we suffer no manner of in- 
convenience ; we even enjoy’ the load. Instead of being as a 
mountain on our loins, it is as wings to our feet, or sinews to our 
limbs. Is not this common ordination of Providence, some- 
what like the miracle of the burning bush? Well may we say 
unto God, O how terrible, yet how beneficent art thou in thy 
works ! , GP ti. | 

“ The air, though too weak: to support our flight is a thorough- 
fare for innumerable wings. Here the whole commonwealth of 
birds expatiate, beyond the reach of their adversaries. Were 
they to run upon the earth, they would be. in ten thousand dan- 
gers, without strength to resist, or speed to escape them: whereas 
by mounting the skies, they are secure from peril, they ‘scorn 
the horse and his rider.’ Some of them perching:on the boughs, 
or soaring aloft» entertain us with their notes. Many of them 
yield us wholesome and agreeable food, and yet give us no trou- 
ble, put us to no expence, but till the time we want them, are 
wholly out of the way. | 

“The air is charged also with several offices, absolutely need- 
ful for mankind.* In our lungs it ventilates'‘the blood, qualifies its 
warmth, promotes the animal secretions. We might live even 
months, without the light of the sun, yea, or the glimmering of a 
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star. Whereas, if we are deprived but:a few minutes of ‘this, we 
sicken, we faint, we die. ‘The same universal nurse has a con- 
siderable share in cherishing the several tribes of plants: «It 
transfuses vegetable vigour into the trunk of ‘an oak, and a bloom- 
ing geyery into the leaves of a rose. 

“The air likewise conveys to our nostrils the extremely subtile 
effluvia which exhale from odoriferous bodies: particles so small, 
that they elude the most careful hand. But this receives and 
transmits the invisible vagrants, without losing even asingle atom; 
entertaining us with the delightful sensations that arise from the 
fragrance of flowers, and admonishing us to withdraw from an 
unwholesome situation, to beware of pernicious food. 

“The air by its undulating motion conducts to our ear all the 
diversities of sound. While danger is at a considerable distance, 
this advertises us of its approach; and with a clamorous, but 
kind importunity, urges us to provide for our safety. 

‘The air wafts to our sense all the modulations of music, and 
the more agreeable entertainments of conversation. : It distributes 
every musical vari: :ion with the utmost exactness, and delivers 
the message of tie speaker with the most punctual fidelity : 
whereas wiibout this internuncio, all would be sullen and unmean- 
ing silence. We should neither be charmed by the harmonious, 
nor improved by the articulate accents. 

“‘ How gentle are the breezes of the air when unconfined! but 
when collected, they act with such immense force, as is sufficient 
to whirl round the hugest wheels, though clogged with the most 
incumbering Joads, They make the pondrous millstones move 
as swiftly as the dancer’s heel; and the massy beams play as nim- 
bly as the musician’s fingers, 

In the higher regions there is an endless succession of clouds, 
fed by evaporations from the ocean. The clouds are themselves 
a kind of ocean, suspended in the air. They travel in detached 
parties, over all the terrestrial globe. They fructify by proper 
communications of moisture, the spacious pastures of the wealthy, 
and gladden with no less liberal-showers the cottager’s little spot. 
Nay, they ‘ satisfy the desolate and waste ground, and cause the 
bud of the tender herb to spring forth :’ that the natives of the 
lonely desert, the herds which know no master’s stall, may never- 
theless experience the care of an all supporting parent. 

* How wonderful! That pendent lakes should be diffused, fluid 
mountains heaped over our heads, and both sustained in the thin- 
nest part of the atmosphere. How surprising is the expedient, 
which, without vessels of stone or brass, keeps such loads of water 
in a buoyant state! Job considered this with holy admiration. 
‘ Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds?’ ‘How such pond- 
rous bodies are made to hang in even poise, and hover like the 
lightest down? ‘He bindeth up the waters in his thick cloud:” 
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and the cloud, though nothing is more loose and fluid,’ because 
by his order tenacious, as casks of iron, ‘is not rent’ wnder all 
the weight. | a fail MeeneenisenEoT ~ 

‘¢ When the sluices are opened and the waters descend, one 
would think they should pour down in torrents. _Whereas instead 
of this, which would be infinitely pernicious, they coalesce into 
globules and are dispensed in: gentle showers, They spread 
themselves as if strained the orifices of the finest: i 
pots, and form those ‘small drops of rain’. which the clouds‘ dis- 
til upon man abu ” -'Thus insteadof drowning the earth, 
and sweeping away its fraits, they cherish universal nature, and 
(like their great Master) distribute their stores to men, animals, 
and vegetables, ‘ as they are able to bear them.’ ph P89, 

“But besides waters, here are cantoned various parties of winds, 
mild or fierce, gentle or boisterous, furnished with breezy wings, 
to fan the glowing firmament, or else fitted to act as an universal 
besom, and by sweeping the chambers of the atmosphere to 
cleanse the fine erial: fluid. Without this wholesome agency of 
the winds, the air would stagnate'and become putrid: so that all 
the great cities in the world, instead of being seats of elegance, 
would degenerate into sinks of corruption. 

‘¢ At ‘sea, the winds swell the mariner’s sails, and speed his 
course along the watery way. By land, they perform the office 
of an immense seedsman, scattering abroad the seeds of number- 
less plants, which though the support of many animals, are too 
small for the management, or too mean for. the attention of man. 

“Here are lightnings stationed, in the act to spring whenever 
their piercing flash is necessary, either te destroy the sulphurous 
vapours, or dislodge any other noxious matter, which might preju- 
dice the delicate temperature of the ether, and obscure its more 
than chrystalline transparency. 

“‘ Above all is situate a radiant and majestic orb, which en- 
lightens and cheers the inhabitants of the earth : while the air, 
by a singular address, amplifies its usefulness. Its reflecting 
power augments that heat; which is the life of nature: its refract- 
ing power prolongs that splendour, which is the beauty of the 


“I say, augments the heat. For the air is a cover, which, 
without oppressing us with any perceivable weight, confines, re- 
flects, and thereby increases the vivifying heat of the sun. The 
air increases this, much in the same manner as our clothes give 
additional heat to our body : whereas when it is less in quantity, 
when it is attenuated, the solar heat is very sensibly diminished. 
Travellers on the lofty mountains of America, sometimes expe- 
rience this to their cost. ‘Though the clime at the foot of those 
vast mountains is extremely hot and sultry, yet at the top the 
cold-is so excessive, as often ‘to freeze both horse and the rider to 
death. We have therefore great reason to praise God, for placing 
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us in the commodious concavity, the cherishing wings of an at- 
mosphere. | tyney bel wei 

‘The emanations of light, though formed of inactive, matter, 
yet (astonishing power of divine wisdom!): are refined almost to 
the subtility of spirit, and are scarce inferior even to thought in 
speed. By which means they spread with all most instantaneous 
swiftness, through a whole hemisphere: and though they fill 
whatever they pervade, yet they straiten no place, embarrass no 
one, encumber nothing. bmw | 

‘‘ Every where indeed, and in every element,:we may discern 
the footsteps of the Creator’s wisdom. The spacious canopy 
over our heads is painted with blue; and the ample carpet under 
our feet is tinged with green. ‘These colours, by their soft and 
cheering qualities, yield a perpetual refreshment to the eye. 
Whereas had the face of nature»glittered with white, or. glowed 
with scarlet, such dazzling hues, instead of cheering, would have 
fatigued the sight. Besides, as the several brighter colours. are 
interspersed, and form the pictures.in this magnificent piece, the 
green and the blue make an admirable ground, which shows them 
all to the utmost advantage. : 

‘Had the air been much grosser, it would have dimmed the rays 
of the sun and darkened the day. Our lungs: would have been 
clogged in their vital function, and men drowned or. suffocated 
therein. Were it much more subtile, birds would not:be able to 
wing their way through the firmament: neither.could the clouds 
be sustained in so thin an atmosphere. It would elude likewise 
the organs of respiration: we should gasp for breath with.as much 
difficulty, and as little success as fishes do, when out of their na- 
tive element. : 

“The ground also is wrought into the most proper temperature. 
Was it of a firmer consistence it would be impenetrable to the 
plough and unmanageable by the spade. Was it of a more loose 
composition, it would-be incapable of supporting its own furni- 
ture. The light mould would be swept away by the whirling 
winds, or soaked into sloughs by the descending rains. - Again, 
because every place, suits not every plant, but that which nou- 
rishes one, destroys another: the qualities of the earth are so 
abundantly diversified as to accommodate every species. We 
have a variety of intermediate soils, from the loose sand to the 
suiff clay: from the rough projection of the craggy rock, to the 
soft bed of the smooth parterre. , : 

“The sea carries equal evidence of a most wise and gracious 
ordination. Was it larger, we-should have wanted land for pas- 
turage and husbandry. We should not have had room for mines 
and forests, our subterranean warehouses and erial timber yards. 
Was it smaller, it could not recruit the sky with a proper quantity 
of exhalations: nor supply the earth with the necessary quota of 
fructifying showers. 
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“‘ May we not discover as exquisite-strokes of wisdom in each 
individual “object? All that shines in the heavens, and all that 
smiles on the earth, speak their infinitely'wise Creator. Need we 
launch into the praise of the vallies clothed with grass, or of the 
fields replenished with corn? Even the ragged rocks; which frown 
over the flood, the caverned: quarries which yawn amidst the land, 
together with the shapelessand: enormous mountains, which seem 
to load the ground, and encumber the skies; even these contribute 
to increase the general —— and augment the general useful- 
ness. ‘They add new charms to the wide level of our plains, and 
shelter, like a screen, the warm lap’of our vales. 

“Who is not charmed with the delicious fruits of summer and 
autumn? But were all our trees and shrubs to produce such fruits, 
what would become of the birds? How small a part would vora- 
cious man resign to their enjoyment? To provide therefore for 
each vagrant of the air, as well.as for the sovereign of a nation, 
there is in all places a.large growth of shrubs, annually covered 
with coarse and hardy berries: so coarse in their taste, that they 
are unworthy of the acceptance of man: so hardy in their make, 
that they endure the utmost severity of the weather and furnish 
the feathered tribes with a standing repast amidst all the desola- 
tions of winter. | 

‘The fir, the beech, the elm, are stately decorations of our 
rural seats. But if there were no entangling thickets, no prickly 
thorns, where would the farmer procure fences?) How could he 
secure his vegetable wealth, from the flocks and the herds? Those 
roving plunderers, which submit to no laws, but those of the co- 
ercive kind. Mg 

‘“ We spare no toil, to have useful herbs and plants in our gar- 
dens, and upon our tables. But there are innumerable herbs, 
which pass under the contemptible character of weeds, and yet 
are full as desirable to other classes of creatures, as these are to 
mankind. Yet who will be at the pains to plant, to water, to 
cultivate, such despicable productions? Man would rather extir- 
pate than propagate, these incumbrances of his land. Therefore 
Providence vouchsafes to be their gardener, and has wrought off 
their seeds with such a lightness, that they are transported to-and 
fro, by the mere undulations of the air. Or, if too heavy, to be 
wafted ‘by the breeze, they are fastened to wings of down: or 
else enclosed in a spring case, which forcibly bursting; shoots 
them out on every side. By some such means, the reproducing 
principle of every one is disseminated, the universal granary filled, 
and the universal board furnished: The buzzing insect and the 
creeping worm, have each his bill of fare. Each enjoys a never- 
failing treat, equivalent to our greatest delicacies. 

“If grass were scarce as the Guernsey lily, and as difficultly 
raised as the tuberose, how certainly and how speedily, must many 
millions of animals perish by famine? But as al] the cattle owe 
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their chief subsistence to this, by a singular wisdom. in the. divine 
economy, it waiteth not, like the corn field, and the garden: bed, 
for the annual labours of man. When once sown,.though ever 
so frequently cropped, it revives with the returning season. With 
a kind of perennial verdure, it covers our meadows, diffuses itself 
over the plains, springs up in every glade of the forest, and spreads 
a sideboard in the most sequestered nook. | , 

“Such is the eare of.a wise. and condescending Providence, 
even over these lowest formations of nature!” | 


Miscellaneous. | 


ANECDOTES OF THE REV. J. FLETCHER. 


__In addition to the anecdotes of Mr. Fletcher inserted in the 
number for July, page 250, we select the following from the same 
work :— 


Specimens of Mr. Fitetcuer’s Preaching, &c. communicated by 
the Rev. Metvitte Horne. 


“On my occasional visits I was struck with several things. 
Preaching on Noah as a type of Christ, he was in the midst of a 
mest animated description of the terrible day of the Lord, when 
he suddenly paused. Every feature of his expressive countenance 
was marked with painful feeling; and, striking his forehead with 
the palm of his hand, he exclaimed, ‘Wretched man that I am! 
Beloved brethren, it often cuts me to the soul, as it does at this 
moment, to reflect, that while I have been endeavouring, by the 
force of truth, by the beauty of holiness, and even by the terrors 
of the Lord, to bring you to walk in the peaceable pathis of righte- 
ness, | am, with respect to many of you who reject the Gospel, 
only tying mill-stones round your neck, to sink you’ deeper in 
perdition!’ The whole church was electrified, and it was some 
time before he could resume his subject. 

“On another occasion, after the morning service, he asked if 
any of the congregation could give him the address of a sick man 
whom he was desired to visit. He was answered, ‘He is dead, 
Sir. ‘Dead! dead!’ he exclaimed; ‘Another soul launched 
into eternity! What can I do for him now! Why, my friends, 
will you so frequently serve me in this manner? I am not in- 
formed you are ill, till I find you dying, or hear that you are 
dead!’ Then sitting down, he covered his head with his gowr; 
and when the congregation had retired, he walked home buried 
in rape as though he had lost a friend or a brother.” (pp. 145, 
146. 
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Mr. Fiercner’s gentleness towards opponents, illustrated in an« 
 ecdotes related by the Rev. Metvitte Horns. 


“Att of Mr. FuercHer’s opponents were able, and most 
of them humorous, writers. ‘This circumstance frequently obliged 
him, contrary to the habitual gravity of his character, to encounter 
them with their own weapons; and this perhaps made him pass 
for a bitter writer with those who could not bear to see their own 
sentiments treated with the same freedom with which they treat 
those of a contrary description. ‘They who wish to judge accord- 
ing to truth would do well to read Mr. Fietrcuer’s works before 
they censure him; and to bear in mind that the respect due to 
truth will justify a degree of freedom with doctrine, which esteem 
and love will not allow towards the persons of its advocates. I 
will not recriminate on his respectable opponents-; but relate an 
anecdote which will exhibit his patience and gentleness undef 
severe and rude cerisures. When apparently in dying circum- 
stances at Bristol, a Dissenting Minister called upon him. Though 
he had been forbidden to converse, and the gentleman was a 
stranger, Mr. Fuercuer admitted and received him with his usual 
courtesy. But the visitor, instead of conversing on such subjects 
as were suitable to Mr. Furrcuer’s christian character and 
afflicted circumstances, entered warmly on controversy $ and told 
him, ‘He had better have been confined to his bed with a dead 
palsy, than have written so many bitter things against the dear 
children of God.’ ‘ My brother,’ said Mr. Fiercuer, ‘I hope I 
have not been bitter. Certainly I did not mean to be so: but I 
wanted more love then, and I feel I want more now.’ This mild 
answer silenced him; and sent him away, I trust better acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Fietcuer’s spirit, and his own. They are not 
generally of the best spirits themselves, who are first to complain 
of the spirits of their opponents.” (pp. 147, 148.) 

“On his way to Ireland Mr. Ftercuer preached in a large 
town; and towards the conclusion of his sermon stated his senti- 
ments respecting the eminent degree of holiness to which a Chriss 
tian might attain in this life. All the Ministers of the place 
attended to hear him; and all but one staid to shake him by 
the hand after the service. That one was the principle Clergy- 
man, a polished gentleman, and an old acquaintance. In the 
morning Mr. F'Letcuer, who suspected no offence, said to Mr. 
Gitpert, ‘I had not the pleasure last night of shaking hands with 
my friend Mr. » I cannot think of quitting the town with- 
out seeing him. As you are acquainted with him, perhaps you 
will walk with me.’ ‘They, accordingly, called; and were intro- 
duced: but when he presented his hand with his usual respectful 
cordiality, it was rudely declined. ‘1 never preach any thing,’ 
said his friend, ‘but what I experience. Do you, Mn. Fiercuer, 
ex wanes that eminent degree of holiness, that Christian Per- 
OL; VI. 43 
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fection, which you spoke of last night?’ Unprepared for discussion, 
~ especially with an angry disputant, he answered mildly, ‘ My dear 
brother, we serve the same blessed Lord ;—why then should we 
disagree because our liveries are not turned up exactly alike ’’ 
Finding his friend still rude and repulsive, he suddenly caught his 
hand, kissed it, and, bowing low, said, ‘God bless you, my brother,’ 
and retired. It is creditable to the religious principles of this gen- 
tleman, that Mr. FLetrcuer’s patient idlaiene was not without 
effect. On his return from Ireland his friend called upon hin, 
asked his pardon in the handsomest terms, and treated him with 
the most respectful distinction.’ ” (pp. 150, 151.) 


Occurrences during Mr. FLEetcuer’s attendance at the Annual 


Conferences of the Methodists. 


“Mr. FLercuHer was sometimes present at Mr. Westey’s 
Annual Conference, when his sermons and godly conversation 
became the theme of every tongue. On one of these occasions he 
was desired to pronounce the sentence of expulsion against e 
Preacher; and he performed this delicate and painful duty with 
such a happy mixture of soleinnity, feeling, and affection, accon- 
panied with such awful and — warnings, as drew tears from 
every eye. At the same Conference he preached a sermon on 


the Old Prophet, who beguiled the Man of God that came from 
Judah; in which he drew such a pathetic picture of the persona! 
degradation and misery of a backsliding Minister, and of the cor- 


ruption and injury he introduced into the church of Christ, as 
wroduced a general and deep sensation, not easily to be forgotten. 

‘At the last Conference he attended, when Mr. Wes ey was 
about to read over his own name and those of all the Preachers. 
that any present might object to whatever was deemed repre- 
hensible in them, Mr. Fietrcuer rose to withdraw. He was 
eagerly recalled, and asked why he would leave them. ‘ Because, 
said he, ‘it is improper and painful to my feelings for me to hear 
the minute failings of my brethren canvassed, unless my ows 
character were submitted to the same scrutiny.’ They promised, 
if he would stay, that his character should be investigated. On 
these terms he submitted; and, when his name was read, an aged 
Preacher rose, bowed to him, and said, ‘I have but one thing to 
object to Mr. Firercuer: God has given him a richer talent thar 
his humility will suffer him duly to appreciate. In confining him- 
self to Madeley, he puts his light comparatively, under a bushel ; 
whereas, if he would come out more among us, he would draw 
immense congregations, and would do much more good.’ In answet 
to this, he stated the tender and sacred ties which bound him t¢ 
his parish ; its numerous population; the daily calls for his ser- 
vices; the difficulty of finding a proper substitute ; his increasing 
infirmities, which disqualified him for horse-exercise ; his un- 
willinghess to leave Mrs. FLETCHER at home; and the expense 
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of travelling in carriages. In reply to his last argument, another 
Preacher arose, and observed that the expence of his journeys 
would be cheerfully paid; and that, though he knew and highly 
approved Mr. Fietcuer’s disinterestedness and delicacy in pe- 
cuniary transactions, yet he feared there was a mixture of pride 
in his objection; for that by no importunity could he be prevailed 
on to accept a present to defray his expenses on his late visit to 
Ireland. ‘ A little explanation,’ replied Mr. Frercuer, with his 
characteristic meekness, ‘ will set that matter right. When I was 
so kindly invited to visit my friends at Dublin, I had every desire 
to accept their invitation: but I wanted money for the journey, 
and knew not how to obtain it. In this situation I laid the matter 
before the Lord, humbly requesting that, if the journey were a 
providential epening to do good, I might have the means of per- 
forming it. Shortly afterwards I received an unexpected sum of 
money, and took my journey. While in Dublin, | heard our 
friends commiserating the distresses of the poor, and lamenting 
the inadequate means they had to relieve them. When, therefore, 
they offered me a handsome present,—what could I do? The 
necessary expenses of my journey had already. been supplied; 
my general income was quite sufficient; I needed nothing. Had 
I received the money, I should have given itaway. The poor of 
Dublin most needed, and were most worthy of, the money of 
their generous countrymen. How then could I hesitate to be 
that it might be applied to their relief? You see, brethren, I coul 
not in conscience do otherwise than I did.’ ” (pp. 153-156.) 


“In the contests of humility, kindness, and affection, it was 
impossible to overcome Mr. Fietcuer. Every pne who knew 
him can produce instances of this kind. I shall mention only a 
few. The: Rev..Mosevey Cueex had once been preaching in 
his parish ; and on their way home, in a dark night, and in a deep 
dirty road, Mr. Fuetcuer carefully held the lanthorn to him, 
while he himself walked through the mire. Pained to see his 
senior and superior so employed, he made fruitless attempts to 
take the lanthorn from him. ‘ What, my -brother, said Mr. 
FLetcHer, ‘have you been holding up the glorious light of the 
Gospel, and will you not permit me to hold this dim taper to 
your feet ?? | 

“Qnce observing my coat dusty with riding, he insisted on 
brushing it; yet would not afterwards be prevailed on to let me 
perform the same office for myself. Mrs. FLercuer, who per- 
ceived our contest, said with a smile, ‘ Then suffer me to do it; 
for I assure you, my dear, you need it as much as Mr. Horne.’ 
‘If you please, my love,’ was the reply, ‘you shall do it; for 
you are a part of myself.’ ” (pp. 148, 149.) 
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From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


ON THE DUTY OF CHRISTIANS TO “GIVE ATTENDANCE TO 
READING.” 


Tur advice of St. Paut to Timoruy, as recorded in 1 Tim, 
iv. 13, is, “Give attendance to reading.” It may be reasonabl 
expected, that every Minister of Jesus Cunist will be diligent 
in the exercise here recommended, both for the purpose of his 
own intellectual and spiritual improvement, and in order that 
he may be increasingly qualified for the important labours con- 
nected with the preaching of the Gospel, and for the fit discharge 
of the complicated duties of the Pastoral Office. But while it is 
admitted that this advice is peculiarly binding on such as are en- 
gaged in the Christian Ministry, it may also be safely contended, 
that it is the duty of every private Christian conscientiously to 
employ some portion of his time in the same profitable exercise. 
To “search the Scriptures,” is the duty of every man. Our 
Lord said to the Jews, “ Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of me.” 
And as those Scriptures of the Old Testament, to which he re- 
ferred, as well as the inspired writings of the New Testament, 
are now put into our hands, it is surely an important part of our 
business and privilege to peruse those “lively oracles.” They 
contain that “sure word of prophecy whereunto we do well to 
take heed,” and “are able to make us wise unto salvation.” It 
is not sufficient,-as some may imagine, that a man occasionally 
hears the Scriptures read and expounded ; it is his duty to consult 
the inspired Word for himself. The “ great things” contained in 
it, are of universal and individual concernment} and great indeed 
is that man’s ingratitude to’ God, who, after having received such 
a revelation from heaven, a revelation pointing out the only way 
to happiness here and hereafter, neglects to acquaint himself with 
jt by a frequent and attentive perusal. The divine oracles contain 
the standing rule both of faith and practice; and are the depost- 
tory of those laws by which we shall be judged, and acquitted or 
condemned, in the last day. How needful therefore is it, that 
every man should be furnished with an aceurate knowledge of the 
sacred eode! And, assuredly, the edification and comfort con- 
nected with a constant and devout reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
will richly repay those who thus employ a large portion of their 
hours of leisure. | 
But though the reading of the Scriptures must ever be consider 
ed as the paramount duty of every man, and the Sacred Volume 
is never to be neglected for any other book; yet this is not the 
only book that may be read with profit. There are many human 
compositions which may be perused with great spiritual advantage 
The works of pious and learned men, who have written upon eX- 
perimental and practical religion, or who have ably explained an 
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illustrated the evidences and doctrines of the Gospel, have been 
made an eternal blessing to thousands. Fr what purpose has 
God given to different persons talents, by which they are well 
fitted to convey instruction and comfort to others, through the 
medium of writing, if it be not that they should employ them for 


this purpose? And surely it is the bounden duty of men to avail 
themselves of such helps to knowledge and piety. 

But, I fear, it is a lamentable fact, that some professors of re- 
ligion almost totally neglect this duty; and are seldom, indeed, 
observed with a book before them. The Sacred Volume is occa- 
sionally consulted; but other books are generally disregarded. 
Some attempt to excuse themselves in this neglect, by pleading 
their want of taste for reading. Such persons ought to acquire a 
taste for it. This assuredly may be done. Earnest prayer, and 
a resolute attention to this exercise, will conquer the criminal 
aversion which they may have formerly felt to this duty; and 
richly shall their labour be repaid in the mental improvement and 
enjoyment which will result from it.—Others plead their want of 
time ; and complain that they have little or no leisure from their 
business for such employments. It may be the case, (though it 
is a melancholy consideration,) that some men have so deeply 
involved themselves in worldly concerns, as to have no time for 
attention to spiritual duties; so that holy meditation, daily prayer, 
and reading of the Holy Scriptures, and other religious books, are 
constantly neglected. Their thoughts are, in consequence, wholly 
taken up about the affairs of the present transitory world. In 
what an awful state are such persons! How shocking must be the 
thoughts of death to men immersed in habitual worldliness. Now 
when men needlessly thus involve themselves in the cares of life, 
their conduct is assuredly sinful in the sight of God; as they, by 
that means, voluntarily deprive themselves of the time and oppor- 
tunities requisite for obtaining a meetness for the heavenly inhe- 
ritance. But, in respect to men in business generally, it may be 
observed, that a proper attention to their outward calling does not 
require absolutely the whole of their time, but will leave, ordina- 
rily, some portion which may be devoted to the concerns of their 
salvation. If they will but husband their time well, they will find 
some leisure every day for the exercises of private religion, of which 
proper Reading is unquestionably one. And if this be the case 
with those who have to labour daily for the support of themselves 
and families, surely they who are,.in some sense, masters of their 
time, need not be at a loss for seasans of spiritual improvement, by 
reading and devotion, Many who complain of their want of time, 
are permitting no jnconsiderabe portions of it daily to pass away, 
without being used for any valuable purpose. Much is wasted in 
needless self-indulgence, in trifling conversation, or in frivolous 
pursuits, which might be profitably employed in reading. And it 
should not be forgotten, that those who store their minds with 
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suitable knowledge, are thereby fitting themselves for increasing 
usefulness, in the world and in the church. “A word spoken 
in season, how good is it;” but how can that man be expected to 
speak a word in season, who neglects to furnish his own mind 
with various information? The barren desert yields no fragrant 
perfume; and the mind that is destitute of knowledge is incapable 
of conveying instruction or advice to others. A Christian ought 
to _“‘ be ready always to give an answer to him that asketh a rea- 
son of the hope that is in him;” and even the illiterate may he- 
come able to do this, if they will steadily and resolutely apply 
themselves to the task of their own religious improvement. § ' 
Pauw reproves the Hebrews on account of their indolence and 
neglect, in reference to this very particular. ‘ For when for the 
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you 
again which be the first principles of the oracles of God.” (Chap. 
v. 12.) Ihave sometimes been charmed in hearing a poor man, 
when speaking on religious subjects,—one who had _ evidently 
improved his leisure hours, or half-hours, in reading his Bible, 
and other valuable publications,~to observe how instructively, 
and with what propriety, at least as to sentiment, he has commu- 
nicated his views of divine things. 

But in addition to the arguments founded on the spiritual edifi- 
cation, the mental enjoyment, and the qualifications for extended 
usefulness in our several spheres of action, which will result from 
a habit of Religious Reading, it should not be forgotten, that the 
improvement of our time and opportunities is what our great 
Creator expects and demands from us all; and that he who ne- 
glects this part of his Christian duty must give an account of such 
neglect to God. If the man who buried his “one talent” was 
punished for his unfaithfulness, those persons, surely, cannot sup- 
pose that the Supreme Governor will take no notice of their sloth 
and criminalty, who use no diligence in endeavouring to profit by 
the multiplied advantages which Christians now possess for im- 
provement both in knowledge and in grace. 

Wisuiam Hinson. 


FHE ANTIQUITY OF INFANT BAPTISM SUPPORTED, AND THAT OF 
POPERY DISPROVED, FROM THE WORKS OF CHRYSOSTOM: 


(BY H. 5. BOYD, ESQ.) 


Ir my memory be correct, some writers among a highly res- 
pectable class of modern Christians have asserted, that Infant Bap- 
tism was not known or practised in the Christian Church, for the 
first four hundred, or even the first five hundred years after Christ. 
{ now send you a short but valuable passage of St: Chrysostom, 
which I met with some years ago, when studying that Father’s 
writings. His works are so voluminous, that it would be an almost 
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éndless task for a person, not previously acquainted with them, to 
search out passages to illustrate the history of any particular 
opinion. _ It is therefore probable, that the testimony which I am 
about to adduce has not been brought forward by any advocate of 
Infant Baptism. In an oration to the people of Constantinople, 

ronounced by Chrysostom, after his return from his first exile, 
he repeats a conversation, which the Empress Eudoxia had lately 
held with him. Amongst other things, she said,—Mepvyuou ors die 
cov xepuv tow gw, TA TIAIAIA TA EMA EBATITIZOH :—“ I re- 
member, -that by thy hands my 1NFANTs (or LITTLE CHILDREN) 
WERE BAPTIZED.” 

On the above passage, I think it is necessary to offer a few 
observations. Ist. It is well known that the venerable Prelate of 
Constantinople was a rigid disciplinarian, and was strictly attached 
to the forms and usages, as well as to the doctrine of the Church. 
It is equally. notorious, that he never said any thing, or did an 
thing, to ingratiate himself with the Royal Family, But that, in his 
official character, he lashed their vices, unceasingly and unspar- 
ingly. He opperss Eudoxia in particular; and this opposition, 
at length cost him his life. It is, therefore certain, that he would 
never have consented to baptize the children of the Empress, if 
Infant Baptism had not been generally administered in his day. 
Qdly. At the period when this conversation took place, the young 
Prince Theodosius was only two years old. His excellent sister 
Pulcheria was four years old. Whether all the rest of Eudoxia’s 
children were born before that period, I have not at present the 
means of ascertaining; but this is of no importance. We are 
absolutely certain that the Archbishop baptized at least two of 
them, and this is quite sufficient for our purpose. 3dly. The 
discourse which I have quoted was pronounced by Chrysostom 
about the year 403. One of these baptisms must, therefore, have 
occurred, at least as early as 401. 

In the eighth volume of Savile’s edition of Chrysostom, there is 
a Life of him, written by George, Patriarch of Alexandria. At 
the end of this Life you will find the Oration which I have cited 
above. It is one of the finest cag of the extemporaneous 


eloquence of St. Chrysostom.—2 
(To be continued.) 


From Buck's Anecdotés, 


Phil. i. 21,22. For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the 
flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. 


The Rev. William Tennent, an American divine, died 1777, 
aged 72. The following is a suitable illustration of the text for 
this day. 
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When Mr. Whitefield was last in America, Mr. Tennent paid 
him a visit, as he was passing through New-Jersey ; and one day 
dined, with the other ministers, at a gentleman’s house. After 
dinner Mr. W. adverted to the difficulties attending the gospel 
ministry ; lamented that all their zeal availed but little ; said that 
he was weary with the burdens of the day; declared the great 
consolation that in a short time his work would be done, when he 
should depart and be with Christ; he then appealed to the min- 
isters if it was not their great comfort that they should go to rest. 
They generally assented, except Mr. T. who sat next to Mr. W. 
in silence ; and by his countenance discovered but little pleasure 
in the conversation. On which Mr. W. tapping him on the knee, 
said, ‘‘ Well brother Tennent, you are the oldest man among us, 
do you not rejoice to think that your time is so near at hand, 
when you will be called home?” Mr. T. bluntly answered, “ I 
have no wish about it.” Mr. W. pressed him again; Mr. T. 
again answered, “No, Sir, it is no pleasure to me at all; and if 
you knew your duty, it would be none to you. I have nothing to 
do with death, my business is to live as long as I can—as well 
as I can—and to serve my Master as faithfully as I can, until he 
shall think proper to call me home.” Mr. W. still urged for an 
explicit answer to his question in case the time of death were 
left to his own choice. Mr. T. replied, ‘I have no choice about 
it; I am God’s servant, and have engaged to do his business as 
long as he pleases to continue me therein. But, now, Brother, 
let me ask you a question. What do you think I would say, if I 
was to send my man into the field to plough; and if at noon I 
should go to the field and find him lounging under a tree, and com- 
plaining, ‘ Master, the sun is very hot, and the ploughing hard, I 
am weary of the work you have appointed me, and am over-done 
with the heat and burden of the day. Do Master let me return 
home, and be discharged from this hard service ?’——what would 
I say? why that he was a lazy fellow, that it was his business to 
do the work that I had appointed him, until I should think fit to 
call him home.” ‘The pleasant manner in which this reproof was 
administered rather increased the social harmony of the company : 
who became satisfied that it was very possible to err, even in 
desiring with undue earnestness “to depart and be with Christ, 
which in itself is far better” than to remain in this imperfect state, 
and that it is the duty of the Christian in this respect to say, - 
“ All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change 
come.” 























Heligious and Missionary Intelligence. 
—— ) : 
MISSION AT CHATAHOOCHIE. 


Tue following letter, from one of the Missionaries labouring 
upon this station, will give some idea of the state of religion in 
that part of the Country. Indeed, the more we penetrate into 
the new and exterior settlements of our extended continent, the 
more we perceive the importance and utility of Missionary exer- 
tions, and of course, the necessity of supporting and extending 
the operations of the Missionary Society. 


Savannah, July 21, 1828. 
Dear BretTHren, - 

I think it proper by way of introduction to the following letter to observe, 
that the writer has for the last two years been partly supported in his Missionary 
labours by the Young Men’s Missionary Society of this place. This Society, the 
express object of which is to assist the itinerant ministers of the South-Carolina 
Conference in their Missionary labours, was formed in 1821, and has already 
expended in this good work, between four and five hundred dollars; and it is still 
continuing its efforts in the same blessed cause. In consequence of Brother 
TricGs’s connection with the Society almost from the commencement of its exis- 
tence, we have received several valuable communications from him. The one I 
now send you a copy of, is the latest ; and if you think proper you are at liberty 
to insert it in the Magazine. 

I am, dear brethren, your fellow-labourer in the kingdom and patience of 


Christ, James O. Anpkew. 


Chatahoochie Mission, June 11, 1823. 

Dear BrotuHer, 

Through the goodness of our blessed Saviour myself and my colleague are 
in good health, preaching the gospel of Christ in the untultivated woods of Geor- 
gia, Alabama and West-Florida, and gathering into the fold of our Adorable Re- 
deemer, the scattered and lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

Since Conference the work of the Lord has not advanced so rapidly as it did 
some time before. Yet, thanks be to God, the members that were joined in So- 
ciety last year, are generally steady. Eighteen or twenty have professed conver- 
sion, and between thirty and forty have joined Society. In some places our pros- 
pects are gloomy, congregations small, the people seem hardened in wicked- 
ness. In others the congregations increase, the people weep, and we are encou- 
raged to hope for better times. On Sunday, May 18th, when | had finished my 
sermon and was about to sing, a man rose from his seat*and said, that he felt hor- 
ribly, and begged the congregation to pray for him. This produced considerable 
excitement among the people, and many came forward weeping and desiring our 

rayers. Since that time ten have joined Society in that place. This was where 
I had but little success last year. At another place a certain Mrs. B. joined socie- 
ty; her husband on hearing this A ahs very angry, and bid her pack up and be- 
gone, declaring if she said a word he would beat her. He became so sullen, that 
he refused to eat for two days, cursing both preachers and people, wishing them 
all in hell together! On the evening of the second day, his brother (who was as 
wicked as himself, but not so much opposed to religion) remonstrated with him 
for his conduct toward his wife, saying, that he had better cut her throat if he 
could not allow her liberty of conscience. This reached his heart, so that he 
went home, begged his wife's pardon, and sent for some of the society to pray 
forhim. They gathered and prayed for him nearly all night. He has since very 
much reformed, and his wife has found peace to her soul. : 

When I was at Conference [ was highly delighted at the Sabbath School Insti- 
tutions, and earnestly wished to introduce them where I might be appointed to 
abour. Since I have returned to my station I have got four in operation ; two. 
of them are very promising ; the children learn fast, and the teachers appear to 
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take an interest in this labour of love ; but we are in difficulties in consequence 
of the scarcity of books in this part of the country. 

In consequence of a disease which prevails much in this country among horses, 
my colleague lost his the first time he went around his circuit, and my own horse 
has become so poor that I fear I shall lose him. Blindness soon succeeds to the 
attack. Though, by parting with all his money, and pledging his credit for the 
remainder, my colleague bought him another horse, yet through the warmth of 
the weather, excessive rides, and other difficulties a to the country, our 
horses are both blind; but, supported by grace, and animated with the prospect 
of promoting the happiness of our fellow men, we persevere, sometimes riding 
and sometimes walking over the bogs and through the mud, singing, 

“In hope of that immortal crown, 

We now the cross sustain; 


And gladly wander up and down, 
And smile at toil and pain.” 


a* 


I hope, my dear brother, you do not forget to pray for us, who labour in this 
wilderness, for I am sure none need the prayers of God’s people more than your 
humble servant, 

Joun I. Triees. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN THE MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


I transmit to you, some account of the present prospects of religion in this 
territory, for the benefit of the Missionary Society. If you think it worthy of a 
place in your useful, and widely circulated Miscellany, it is at your disposal. 

A year ago last winter, four or five soldiers were converted at Sackett’s Har- 
bour. The next summer, they were moved with their regiment to the Rapid of 
St. Mary, on the outlet of Lake Superior, about four hundred miles north of this 
city. . 

‘a this situation, destitute of almost every religious privilege, these young dis- 
ciples of Jesus, formed themselves into a class, chose their leader, and commenced 
their religious meetings in the woods, for the want of a house. But when their 
barracks were erected, they ubtained a privilege in the Hospital, where they con- 
tinue to meet twice a week. 

During the winter and spring, the Lord has dealt bountifully with them, inso- 
much that the class increased to the number of twelve or fourteen members; and 
through the instrumentality of these pious soldiers, one of their associates died 
in the triumphs of faith. 

This little flock has received much encouragement and protection, from Lieut. 
Walter Becker, a pious and friendly Presbyterian, whose liberal soul is willing to 
encourage virtue and religion among all sorts of people. 

There are now about five hundred souls in the camp and settlement. Many of 
whom are inquiring the way to Zion; but have no other instructions than what 
they receive from the above-mentioned officer and soldiers. They want, there- 
fore, a preacher for the pulpit, and a teacher for the schoo). And as the settle- 
ment is small, and no neighbouring settlements to call him away, the preacher 
might teach the school, with little or no detriment to his ministerial labours. 
. There are upwards of twenty children in the fort, large enough for school, and 
nearly as many more in the settlement. In addition to this, it would be an eligi- 
ble situation to instruct the surrounding Indians. 

The pee was visited a few weeks since by the Rev. Mr. Moore of this city, 
from whom I obtained part of my information, but the principal part of it, I ob- 
tained from serjeant Ryon, who was one of the little flock : and I can assure 
you, that it did my very soul good this morning, to hear him tell what God had 
done for them in that place. And when I contemplate their situation, on a dis- 
tant frontier, destitute of the common comforts of civil and religious life, and yet 
mauy of them inquiring the way to heaven, it fires my soul with Missionary zeal. 

But shall these precious souls perish for lack of knowledge? Shall they lose 
their good impressions for the want of a little help? And can they not have that 
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help for the want of a few dollars, to pay the necessary expences of a preacher ? 
No, surely ! God will move the hearts of thuse who now enjoy the benefits of the 
gospel, to contribute to the relief of the destitute inquirer after happiness. 

hile Mr. Moore was at St. Mary’s, an officer's lady was converted, who, as 
he observes, “related to him and his pious friends the next morning, what com- 
fort she had found in looking to Jesus for help in time of trouble.” 

The opening prospects of this city and territory are encouraging: the pene 
is fast populating, and the work of God is prospering. , But still there is muc 
more to be.done, than existing circumstances will admit of. There are thousands 
now groping in Papal superstition, and tens of thousands in Pagan Idolatry. ‘ In 
addition to these, thousands of our Protestant brethren and fellow-citizens, who 
have lately emigrated to this flourishing territory, are destitute of the means of 
grace, and must remain so, in a considerable degree, unless assisted by the ‘Mis- 
sionary Society. Many of them would cheerfully contribute to the support of the 
gospel if their pecuniary abilities would admit of it; but the most of them have 


not at present recovered from the usual embarrassment attending a new settle- 


ment ; that is, they must buy, until they can raise for themselves. 

But must they be deprived of spiritual as well as temporal privileges? God 
forbid! They are bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. Their fathers, their 
brothers, their neighbours and friends, are now enjoying the blessings of the gos- 
pel, in the eastern and southern states; and can they, in the midst of peace and 
plenty, enjoy the privileges of the sanctuary, and drink the sweet streams of reli- 
gious comfort, and yet forget their brethren in the woods? Surely No! their 
kindred spirits have too often mingled together in the sweet accents of prayer 
and praise, not to care for the spiritual welfare of their distant friends. And I 
presume, that the only reason why this territory has not been more highly fa- 
voured with religious instruction, is because that its real situation has not been 
sufficiently made known. 

We have now a circuit of four hundred miles in circumference, and could 
easily extend it a hundred or two more, if we had sufficient means and help. 
But these are not adequate to the demand. We have not received our necessary 
expences this year, notwithstanding our friends have done more, perhaps, thau 
any other circuit in the Conference in proportion to their ablity. 

ALFRED Bronson. 

Detroit, June 9th, 1823. 


en ‘ 
AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


WE have been requested, by an active Agent of this Society, 
to present to our readers an .account of the objects and present 
prospects of this benevolent Institution. We know not that we 
can do this better than by publishing the remarks of our corres- 
pondent himself, accompanied with the last Report of the Board 
of Managers. : , 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Wut1am M‘Kenney. 


George-Town, D. C. August 13, 1823. 
Dear BRETHREN, 


I should be much pleased if you could take an early opportunity to notice 
in your Magazine, the importance of the American Colonization Society. Its 
object is unquestionably of vast interest and importance ; “ sufficient to warm 
the coldest heart and fill the amplest mind.” It certainly merits the agtention 
and aid of all religious and other periodical works in the United States. No 
friend to humanity, and the best interests of Africa’s degraded and unfortunate 
children, both in the United States of America and at home, can fail to wish suc- 
cess to this benevolent institution. Religious communities especially, sould take 
a deép and lively interest in promoting its success. Their zeal should carry them 
far beyond the reach of those calculations of diffculties,and perplexities, and im- 
possibilities which some are wont to make. Their motto should always be, {it is 


of divine origin) all things are possible to him that believeth. The mercy breath- . 
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ing God smiles enprokehion upon the plan. He in the inscrutable workings of his 
Providence has for years been preparing the way: and this day of the triumph 
of gospel principles, witnesses the interesting spectacles of nations, great and 
powerful, bending their united efforts to crush for ever, the nefarious, inhuman, 
and bloody traffic, which has for centuries been more destructive to the sons of 
Africa, than the pestilence that walketh in darkness, and the destruction that 
slayeth at noon day: But great and powerful as these efforts are, an auxiliary is . 
neapened and that auxiliary must have its seat in Africa; for such has been the 
influence of the slave dealers over the native princes and children of Africa, that 
their attention has been diverted from the legitimate means of support to the un- 
natural practice of kidnapping and selling each other—That auxiliary is found in 
the British colony of Sierra Leone, and the American colony just planted.. By the 
example and aid of the colonists their attention will soon be directed to agricul- 
ture and the Mechanic arts; a knowledge of these even in a small degree, will give 
them the means of a complete and ample support—wars among the natives will 
cease ; peace and harmony will prone : and Africa robbed and torn and lacerated 
as she has been, will put on her beautiful garments, and bud and blossom as the 
rose. Nor is this all—though to scontnili this object alone, every man pos- 
sessing the spirit of a man, should feel himself bound by high obligations to make 
great and zealous exertions, even at the sacrifice of some small portion of his 
time and money. But how do these obligations increase in magnitude and force, 
when we look at the natural consequences growing out of this state of things ?-— 
A consequence in itself outweighing the worth of the whole. material world—viz. 
A knowledge, a correct and saving knowledge of the only true and living God. 
This their own sons could teach them—many of those already in the colony 
planted by the American Society know the way of salvation, and the joys of re- 
ligion; and they will prepare the way for the white Missionary, who going among 
them laden with the blessings of the gospel of peace, would be received with open. 
arms. The glad tidings of salvation to the sons of Ethiopia will sound on their 
mountains and through their vallies; their children and their children’s children 
from generation to generation, will catch the blessed sound, and sing with a loud 
voice, the Lord he is our salvation, the Holy One of Israel, he is our Redeemer : 
Blessed, for ever blessed, be the sound of Jesus’ name. 

I might add, the members of our Society in the southern and western and mid- 
dle states, should have their attention particularly called to this great and glo- 
rious enterprize. The religion we profess, and the discipline of our church, 
equally bind us to do all the good we can, both to the souls and bodies of our 
fellow-creatures. In aiding the funds of this Society, we give a home and coun- 
try to the hundreds of our free coloured people, who are (some of them) not 
only willing, but anxious to go. They in their turn would prepare a place com- 
fortable and large, for the reception of our slaves, many of whom would be libe- 
rated to-morrow, if the colony was prepared to receive them. This sentiment is 
not confined to the members of our church—others, and distinguished men too, 
have laboured in this holy cause from its commencement, and now look forward 
with joy to the period, which it is hoped is rapidly approaching, when the colony 
will be in a situation to receive their slaves, as free men. Shall we as a body of 
professing Christians, whose ministers have been and still are zealously engaged, 
with others, in carrying forward the Redeemer’s cause in daily triumph, in the 
United States of America, the West Indies, the East Indies, and other places ; be 
behind in this great work of benevolence and labour of love? No—The genius of 
our religion, the spirit of our discipline forbids it. All that our people want, to cal! 
them forth to zealous exertions in this cause, is a general knowledge of the facts 
connected with this noble institution. It is under this conviction that I sincerely 
hope you will in your next number (if the matter for it is not already arranged) 
give your readers such views as will place the subject before them in all its im- 

ortance. 
‘ The Bourd of Managers, I may add, have determined, if possible, to despatch 
three ships with colonists this fall. The only difficulty will be in getting necessary 
funds; for as 1 before observed, there are many free coloured people anxiously 
waiting an opportunity to join their brethren who are now in Africa, laying the 
foundation ef the future glory and happiness of that vast continent. 
J am, Brethren, 
_ Yours affectionately, 





‘i 


Wittram M‘Karnsy. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. 


The Board of Managers of the American Colonization Society, urged by the 
most. powerful motives of religion and humanity, appeal to a generous public in 
behalf of their great design. ee ! | 


Six years have elapsed since the institution of their Society; and, though want’ 


of funds has prevented very vigorous and extensive exertions, though occur- 


rences have obstructed its operations, it has advanced ; gathered strength in its: 


progress: been instructed by misfortune; and, aided by Heaven, has demonstrated 
the practicableness of its plans, and confirmed the hope, early entertained, that 
its efforts, if well sustained, would be succeeded by splendid and sublime results. 

Whether these efforts shall be thus sustained, it remains with this enlightened 
community to decide. ae 

The territory purchased in Africa, appears to have been judiciously selected, 
and, it is believed, combines a greater number of advantages for a colonial esta- 
blishment, than any other situation on the Coast. Elevated, and open to the sea, 
with a harbour to be easily rendered excellent; fertile; and well watered ; in- 
tersected by the Montserado River, extending several hundred miles-into the in- 
terior; bordered by tribes, comparatively, mild in character; it promises to the 
settlers every facility fof the attainment of their objects. 


The number now at the Colony, including the sixty who recently took passage. 


in the Brig Oswego, probably amounts to one hundred and ninety. The African 
tribes in that neighbourhood are neither ferocious nor brave; and the recent con- 
test, in which their combined forces (amounting at one time to fifteen hundred) 
attempted to exterminate our Colony, nobly defended by its thirty men, proves 
any thing rather than difficulty of maintaining a stand against their. power. 

It proves, indeed, that the natives of Africa, like most uncivilized men, are 
treacherous ; that, incited by the slave traders and the hope of plunder, they will 
not hesitate to murder the defenceless, and that a colony, if it survives at all, 
must live not by their favour, but by its own strength. It proves that our settle- 
ment, commenced at the expense of so much time, and money, and sufferi 
may perish—but only through neglect. And shall this Colony be abandoned? : 

The Board believe it impossible that their earliest friends, who have watched 
all the movements of their Society with the deepest concern ; implored for it the 
iavour of God; rejoiced to see it living, amidst misfortunes, and acquiring confi- 
dence in its march; will refuse their aid at this crisis, when the question is, shall all 
past exertion be lost, through present inactivity, or shall an immediate and pow- 
erful effort render permanent the foundations of a work, which, completed, shall 
prove an honour to our country, an incalculable advantage to Africa, a magnifi- 
cent contribution to the light, freedom, and happiness of the world ? 

That the resources and strength of the Colony should be immediately augment- 
ed, appears to the Board indispensable ; and most earnestly do they solicit their 
countrymen to furnish the means of performing it. The Colonists, increased to 
double their present number, supplied with implements of husbandry, and (for a 
few months) with the means of subsistence, will, it is believed, never afterwards 
require pecuniary’aid; but, perfectly secure from hostile violence, may engage, 
with a moral certainty of success, in the peaceful and profitable employments of 
life. The immediate object of the Board, then, is to give stability to their esta- 
blishment-in Africa, and it is in behalf of that establishment that they make their 
appeal. ; 

‘It is their determination, should the charities of the public equal their expecta- 
tions, to send several vessels to the African coast in the ensuing Fall, and to adopt 
and execute, without delay, such other measures as may contribute to the strength 
and prosperity of the Colony. 

What mind, susceptible of benevolent feeling, or even of common sympathy, can 
reflect, without pain, upon the dangers, privations and warfare, endured for many 
months past by the little band at Cape Montserado? Widely separated from the 
civilized world ; surrounded by barbarous foes; suffering the untried influence of 
atropical climate ; destitute of the comforts, of the necessities of life ; in the daily 
expectation of death ; no defence but their courage, no protection but God, they 
have stood with unbroken energy, and deserve for their conduct high commen- 
dation and a cherished regard. 

The Board have not heard, with insensibility, of the trials of these men, nor 
wanted the disposition to relieve them. They have not possessed the means. 
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But, though retarded in their efforts by the destitution of funds, they have recent- 
ly rejoiced in the departure of the brig Oswego, well supplied with arms, ammu- 
—s and provisions, and having on board a reinforcement of more than sixty 
colonists. 

The Board are happy to state, that, since the foregoing part of this Address 
was written, communications have been received from Africa, of a highly inte- 
resting and encouraging character. Health and harmony now prevail in the 
Colony ; hostilities with the Natives have terminated. The children who were 
taken captive on the 11th of November, have been voluntarily restored, and the 
settlement is greatly improved. The condition of the Colony, previous to the 
arrival of the Cyane upon the coast, though rendered more tolerable by the exer- 
tions of the Agent and people, assisted by an officer and several sailors from an 
English vessel, was, indeed, distressing; and the noble services of Captain 
Spence and his generous crew, cannot be too highly appreciated. This officer, 
when informed of the sufferings of the Colony, immediately repaired to Sierra 
Leone ; fitted for sea the schooner Augusta, belonging to the United States, and, 
to the great joy of the Colonists, arrived at Montserado on the 27th of March, 
where he offered to the Colony every aid in his power. Captain Spence, though 
the cruize of the Cyane had been already protracted, in an unhealthy climate, 
resolved, without hesitation, to remain so long on the coast as should be neces- 
sary to prepare the Colony for the approaching rains, and to strengthen it against 
any future attacks. He completed a suitable house for the Agent, and erected a 
tower of strong mason work, which, it is believed, will prove a safe defence 
against the barbarians. Having nearly accomplished his design, the benevolent 
and efficient exertions of this officer were interrupted by the sickness of his crew, 
increased, no doubt, by their exertions under the burning sun of that climate; and 
he was compelled to leave the Colony on the 2Ist of April. Several extracts 
from the letter of the Agent of the Society will be found in the Appendix. “It 
is too obvious,” he remarks in one of them, “to require repetition, that, what 
your Colony now wants, is a strong reinforcement of orderly and efficient emi- 

nts.” - 

Taved exhausted their resources, the Board can look for the power of future 
exertion only to the liberality of a great humane and Christian nation. They ap- 
peal to the several auxiliary imstitutions, and to all their friends, with confidence 
tor they have experienced, even in times of deep discouragement, their vigorous 
exertion. They appeal to their countrymen in nn with high hopes, because. 
the possibility of effecting their design is no longer problematical, while its 
benevolence and its greatness admit of no question. The obstacles deemed in- 
surmountable have been overcome—the things thought impossible have been 
accomplished. Standing on an eminence which, it was said, they could not 
reach, the Buard see before them an extensive prospect, fair as the morning 
spread upon the mountains—the land of promise to degraded thousands—the 
rich inheritance which God has given to tribes who have drunk deep of the 
waters of affliction, laboured and wept in a land of strangers. Shall they not 
maintain their station, or rather shall they not advance and possess the land ? 

In conclusion, may not the Board be permitted to ask—How shall this great 
nation, so favoured, free, and happy, which God has delivered by his own right 
arm and exalted as a light and example to the world, exhibit, in an equal manner 
the strength of its gratitude, the consistency of its principles, the purity of its 
justice, or the power of its benevolence, as by engaging at once, and with ener- 

y, in an enterprize which, while it relieves our country from an immense evil, 
shall extend the empire of liberty and truth, terminate the worst of traffics, res- 
cue from present and future ruin a miserable race, and confer upon them, theit 
descendants, and upon the unenlightened population of a mighty continent, 
knowledge, civilization, dignity, all the blessings and hopes of a Christian people ’ 


J. Mason, 

W. Jones, ; 
Acting 

F. S. Key, Committee. 


E. B. Catpwe tt, 

: James Laurie, : 

N. B. It is boped that such auxiliary institutions as may have funds in their 

possession, and such benevolent individuals as may wish to aid the cause of Colo- 

nization, will transmit their donations immediately to Ricuarp Smit, Esq. 
Washington, Treasurer of the Seciety. 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, HELD 
AT THE CITY-ROAD CHAPEL, ON MONDAY MAY 9. 


JOSEPH BUTTERWORTH, ESQ. M. P. IN THE CHAIR. 


The Rev. Dr. Apam Crarxe, President of the Conference, opened the Meeting 
with prayer, immediately after which the Chair was taken. The Chapel was 
crowded by persons who, having been admitted by tickets as Members of the 
Institution, appeared to take the most lively interest in the proceedings of the 
day, of which the following is a sketch. 


The CHAIRMAN congratulated his Christian friends on the return of that 
Anniversary, which was so calculated to awaken gratitude to God, for all his mer- 
cies to themselves, their families, and the country. This surely was matter of 
thankfulness and joy ; especially-in relation to that great cause which they were 
associated to promote. ‘Gop had exalted this nation to extraordinary power and 
influence, that it might enrich the world by disseminating the Gospel. The 
Spirit had also been poured out in connexion with the benevolent exertions of 
British Christians. By means of that Society, and of other kindred Institutions, 
the most blessed effects had been produced. During the last year there had been 
a great increase in the funds of the Society; but more had been done than the 
mere contribution of money. God had raised up men, who were well qualified 
to carry on his work; and many souls had been converted from the error of 
their way, by the successful Jabours of his servants. Not only were the places 
of those supplied whom God had removed from this world to their eternal reward, 
but considerable additions had been made to our religious Societies in different 
places. Thus God was carrying on his work; and they had much reason to think, 
that the coming year would be more abundant than the past. Yet their success 
did not come up to their wishes, nor to the necessity of their fellow-creatures. 
Various places were calling for help, and their exertions were limited only by 
their pecuniary means. He would not attempt to enter. into the detail of. the 
Report they were met to hear, nor of those Resolutions which were intended to 
be adopted, for the carrying on of this important undertaking. 

An abstract of the Report was then read by the Rev. Ricnarp Warson, assisted 
by the Rev. Jaskz Buntine. It contained a brief account of the state of the 
work of God at the different stations occupied by the Society’s Missionaries, 
(whose number is upwards of One Hundred and Fitty, exclusive of Native Ciate- 
chists and School-Masters,) and of its income and expenditure during the past 
year. The number of persons in religious Society, under the pastoral care of the 
Missionaries, is 30,687. The sums remitted to the General Treasurers, in the 
course of the past year, amount to £31,748. 9s. 1ld.; and £26,032. 1s. 9d. have 
been expended during the same period, in the support and enlargement of the 
work of God, agreeeably to the general Rules of the Suciety. A considerable 
portion of the last year’s Debt has been paid off; but there is still a balance due 
to the Treasurers to the amount of £2702. 12s. 3d. 7 

The Report stated, that in the course of the past year a new Mission had been 
commenced to the Friendly Islands in the South Sea; and that the Committee 
contemplate the appointment of two Missionaries to Jerusalem, with as little 
delay as possible. 

The First Resolution,“ That the Report now read be adopted, and printed 
under the direction of the Committee,”—was moved by the REV. JOSEPH 
HUGHES, M. A., one of the Secretaries of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, who spoke as follows :—* That it is both proper and important to encou- 
rage Missionary Institutions, may, at this period of their progress, and after our 
attention has n drawn to such a satisfactory and interesting Report, be 
assumed as a position which needs no further establishment. If, however, it 
were still thought requisite to re-state the arguments and the motives which bear 
on this solemn, this delightful subject, one might, in the performance of a task se 
easy, observe, That we are born and bound to do good ; that the good contem- 
plated by Missionary Institutions is of the most exalted kind, and endures for 
ever; that, while prosecuting their objects, we imitate the Apostles, obey the 
Lord of-the Apostles, and move in the train of inspired promises ; that a fearfully 
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large portion of neglected time has already elapsed; that the toil and wealth 
already expended have been amply A ee and, finally, that pledges with- 
out number are deposited by us, which Mahometans and Heathens, and our fel- 
Jow-Christians, and our consciences, and our Saviour command us to redeem. 
‘Waving the illustration of these facts, I am induced by the felicitous and most 
welcome (but till of late peculiar, if not unparalleled) circumstances which now 
surround me, to offer a few remarks on the intermingling of several religious 
denominations in the public advocacy of a Missionary Institution bearing the 
name, and conducted by the members, of one denomination. This rowing prac- 
tice ought, in my humble judgment, to be promoted, to the utmost limit which a 
system of enlightened expediency, and a just reference to our respective eccle- 
siastical engagements, will allow. 

“‘ Thus, without any unhallowed compromise, we exhibit theological sentiments 
on a well-graduated scale, subordinating the less to the greater, and demonstrating 
that the points respecting which all real Christians differ are not worthy to be 
compared with those respecting which they cordially agree. Thus, too, we seal 
a bond which enhances all other obligations to exemplify elsewhere the candour 
professed within these walls. We virtually say, ‘ Nothing opposite to the tem- 
per so sweetly cherished here, shall, as far as we are concerned, escape from the 
parlour, the pulpit, or the press; if we must occasionally touch a controverted 
question, we will do it with a gentle band, and whatever may be determined 
relative to the state of our judgments, there shall be but one opinion relative to 
the state of our hearts.’ 

“Our conduct, this day, places an edifying spectacle before carping infidels, 
and rigid Christians ;—showing the former, that diversified modes of worship and 
chureh-government, and clashing interpretations of certain passages contained 
in the comprehensive, ancient, and partly mysterious books which we call the 
Bible, comport with substantial union ; and reminding the latter, that, when the 
disciples of the same*heavenly Teacher associate as far as they can, and sepa- 
rate only where they must, much more benefit accrues to the common cause than 
it is possible to fetch out of the perpetual exhibition of Christianity in all the 
fractional varieties of distinct and often rival communions. 

“Nor ought we to forget, that the transactions of Societies at home are made 
known abroad, and operate as examples there. Let the employers of Mission- 
aries become envious, encroaching, proselyting controversialists ; then will Mis- 
sionaries themselves be likely to receive the infection, and transmit it from sta- 
tion to station, and from age to age. Let us, on the contrary, who send forth 
those self-denying and indefatigable labourers, maintain, in our references and 
behaviour te each other, frankness, mildness, and magnanimity ; then will it be 
easy, and, I had almost said, necessary, for Missionaries, from whatever district 
ef the universal church they proceed, to invest their mutual intercourse and 
dealings with the attractive and beneficial charm of these Christian virtues. 

“ When we come thus peaceably and harmoniously together, we evince a 
fuller accordance in doctrine than we had previously been aware of; nor can we 
reasonably doubt, that by the habit of periodically exchanging these friendly 
visits we shall, in part, anticipate the felicities of that day in which the watchmen 
of Zion shall see eye to eye, and all invidious partitions be removed, and the 
communion of saints be realized, as well as spoken of, in every sanctuary through- 
out the whole extent of the Christian world. Even now we learn, in these new 
and happy connexions, to supply some defects in our theological education ; and 
instead Hf speaking like those who seem resolved to be technical, sectarian, an 
particular, we are making a hopeful essay towards the adoption of a phraseology 
pure, catholic, and free, as the spirit by which we trust that these great assem- 
blies are more and more animated, ; 

‘‘ Here, ] may add, we tender ingenuous congratulations on the occurrence of 
glorious events which, under the divine blessing, have resulted from an agency 
not immediately our own. Many, for example of those who are listening to this 
address, are not enrolled among the Wesleyan Methodists; but may I not aver, 
that we all rejoice in what these our esteemed brethren have been enabled to 
effect, through the medium of that Missionary Institution which they more es- 
pecially support ? 

“‘ Allow me to say, in conclusion, that we may with perfect consistency acpapt 
congratulations as well as tender them: for, some of us who belong to other reli- 
gieus denominations are members of the Wesleyan- Methodist Missionary Society ; 
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sdme will, at least, this day, stand forth, as I have béen permitted to do, willingly 
pleading on behalf of: that excellent cause. But whether we bestow tnoney, of 
make public appeals, or only swell such immense assemblies by our attendance, 
provided our hearts go with these indications of good will, and all be accompa- 
nied with fervent prayers we connect ourselves with the most strenuous efforts 
and with the most brilliant successes of this sotiety ; we become identified with 
its interests and its honour; we are entitled to say, ‘ These are the triumphs with 
which it has pleased God to adorn our Society ; and we will not cease to exult 
gratefully in the recollection of having contributed, through such a medium, 
towards the attainment of an ent the noblest that ever awakened the desires of 
men, or ever employed the energies of God.’ ” | 

JOHN BACON, ES@., seconded the Resolution; and spoke as follows == 

‘““T beg to apologize for commencing with a personal allusion to myself; but 
repeated illness lately, and mu*th medicine, have so despoiled me of the few 
nerves which [ once possessed, that, were it not for a promiise given, 1 should 
plead to be excused, as unfit to address this vast assembly. I thought it best 
to mention this, in order to secure — indulgence; if I should be obliged to 
stop short and resume my seat; in whieh case, I hope yoa will accept the will 
for the deed. " 

‘“‘ However, I am happy that in that blessed work, and that glorious cotitest; 
in which we are engaged in this day of unexampled Christian exertion, ‘ the race 
is not’ exclusively ‘to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.’ - Indeed, on finding 
that your muster of auxiliary forces to-day included so humble an individual as 
myself, { conjectured that our worthy commander in the Chair was about, for 
once, to dispense with the usual mode of warfare, and to try, like Giprow of 
old, what he could effect merely with his pitchers and Jamps: 

“The history of Grpzon, by the by, I have been thinking; is fraught with et 
couragement for us all in our conflicts, at home and abroad, with the forces o 
imidelity, superstition, and blasphemy. If the Lord of Hosts be with us, thea 
shall a mere ‘ take of barley bread,’ tumbling into the hosts of our enemies; smite 
their tents, and put their army to flight. If this be encouragement for the feeblest 
instrument among us, with what cheerful confidence may it be said to such an 
one as our Leader on the present occasion, as the Angel did to Gipzow, ‘ Go on 
and pis od in this transcendently important work, ‘ for the Lord is with thee, 
thou mighty man of valour.’ 

“This I say, not merely to your Chairman, but to all your Missionaries and 
Preachers, and to your Society in general; and I say it with double pleasure; 
= being myself, by education and attachment, a member of the Church of 

ngland. : . 

a Wesleyans, I am aware, ate not to be atcounted Dissenters; yet there is 
evidently a shade of distinction betweén you and us Churchfolks of a more in: 
flexible description,—at least, sufficient to authorize my saying that you are, per- 
haps, of Pavt, and we of Aputtos. Well, Sir, let it be so, I have no doubt, 
if Paut had taken the Chair at a Missionary Meeting, (and I am far from being 
sure that he never did,) the disciples of APoLtos, I will answer for it, would very 
cheerfully have filled up half his platform, and would have joined con amore, in 
all his motions and resolutions for disseminating the everlasting Gospel, where- 
soever and by whomsoever it might have been preached. And I say, Sir, let a 
salutary shame and confusion of face cover that professing Christian who cannot 
rejoice in the spread of the RepeEemer’s kingdom, unless it be effected by means 
of what he may consider to be his own religious denomination.—Not so with 
our common Lord and Master :—no sectarian spirit contracted the benevolence 
that glowed within his sacred breast : He came, indeed, to his own: but, as his 
own received him not, what would have been our condition at the present mo- 
ment, if he had said, ‘From henzeforth, as the Jews have no dealings with the 
Samaritans, neither will I concern myself with the spiritual wants and calamities 
of the Gentile world ?? Does any one complain to us who are Episcopalians ii 
this assembly, and say, in language similar to that addressed to Mosrs,—‘ These 
Wesleyan Christians are appointing Missionaries, and prophesying in the camp ; 
let us forbid them, for they follow not in all respects with us?’ I can answer fot 
myself and my brethren of the Church here present, that we should one and all 
spontaneously exclaim as Mosés did, ‘ Enviest thou for our sakes? would to God 
a all the Lonp’s people were prophets, and that he would put his Spirit ipod 

em.’” 


Vou. VI, qh 
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The RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR GEORGE HENRY ROSE, G. C. H., pro- 
posed the Second Resolution :—‘ That this Meeting solemnly recognizes afresh the 
claims which the unenlightened millions of the Heathen World possess upon the piety 
and benevolence of the whole Christian Church; and is also deeply sensible of the 
necessity and importance of that portion of the Missionary labours of this Society, 
which is devoted to the moral improvement of the British Colonies, and especially of 
the Slave-population of the West-Indies.”—He said that, for reasons which it would 
be necessary for him to explain, he had to address the Meeting as a member of 
the Established Church, and as a holder of West-India property. Of that Church 
he was an affectionate, and, he trusted, not unfaithful member; in. her he had 
lived, and in her, if reason continued, he believed be should die. But, being 
such, he had felt himself called upon to act in a new and most painful situation, 
by a solemn and imperative sense of duty, which would appear from the predica- 
ment in which he had been placed, and which did not arise from any choice of 
his own, A small West-India property had come to him by inheritance, and by 
entail. It brought with it a great burthen on his mind, because it involved « 
fearful moral responsibility, which had rested deeply upon his heart, for he could 
not but, be most anxious for the spiritual welfare of the negro population on his 
estate ;—their temporal weal he had ascertained was well provided for. It was his 
duty to obtain spiritual instruction for those who were thus placed in his hands; and 
to seek it from those persons who could best communicate it. There was a slight 
varnish of Popery over a gangrenous mass of heathenism in the negro population of 
the estate. Under the circumstances of the island, it was not possible for him to 
obtain assistance from the Church of England, or be should naturally have sought 
it.there. Upon these matters he spoke on authority, though that of others,—hav- 
ing never himself been in the West-Indies; for when he came into the possession 
of this property, he filled a confidential trust from bis Sovereign in a foreign land, 
and, since then, had, with but little exception, been absent cae England. He 
knew. something of the hostility of the Planters of the island against certain 
modes of providing for the religious instruction of the negroes. It was his duty 
on the one hand to obtain it for them at any rate; but to select, if possible, the 
most palatable mode, as that which would insure him the co-operation of other 
proprietors, and. their agents. Under this impression, he addressed himself, in the 
first instance, to another respectable sect, but unsuccessfully. In these circum- 
stances he felt that he had no choice but to go, at once, to the Wesleyans; 
through whom he sought to benefit the souls of the slaves. He accordingly ad- 
dressed himself to the Wesleyan Missionary Society ; and he spoke it to their 
honour, that their co-operation was not sought in vain. They most willingly 
seconded his views, and were ready labourers in the cause, acting with equal zeal, 
liberality, disinterestedness, and piety , and under God’s blessing they had great- 
ly succeeded. Of two considerable plantations in a large island, the responsibility 
or which rested considerably on him, the moral state of the one, where the 
Missionary had been, was greatly improved ; in the other, on which no Christian 
instruction had been given, ignorance, dishonesty, deceit, and vice, prevailed to 
an alarming extent. This discovery pointed out the advantages of moral and re- 
ligious instruction. On the religious estate the infliction of punishment was 
gradually-diminishing, and thus, in a plantation of two hundred and fifty persons, 
(one hundred and twenty men, and thirty women,) only ten of the former, and 
one of the latter, had been punished for objectionable conduct during the prece- 
ding year. He was informed by a very sensible and respectable man, that he 
had. the most sanguine hope and conviction, that, in a few years, corporeal pua- 
ishment would be wholly discontinued, by means of the improvement in the 
moral and religious. character of the negroes; and he felt himself called upon 
in honour and fairness to state, that this flourishing condition and important 
change were almost exclusively, if not exclusively, owing to the labours, of the 
Wesleyan Missionaries. And it had been fully demonstrated to him, that the 
inferior, but now Christian estate, is become more productive than the other, 
which still remains pagan. : 
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, ESQ., M. P. rose to second the motion of his 
Right Honourable Friend. He said he should follow his example, by stating at 
the commencement, that he, likewise, was,a member of the. Church of England; 
But. he made, that declaration for the purpose of adding that, in that place, and 
on that day, he waved all inferior considerations, and would open his arms, wide 
to all his fellow-Christians, engaged in the glorious work for which they were 
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assembled. He cante there to lay down those distinctions which weré appropri- 
ate and peculiar, to take up the cominon colours, and to merch in the ranks of 
the whole Militant ‘Church, united in this blessed cause. They ul! knew that, in 
ancient times, even in the darkest ages of barbarism, mankind sometimes met 


each other upon this very principle of mutual forbearance. They khew that, in. 


those states of Greece, which were often engaged in warfare with each other, 
there was a sacred tent, whence there differences were excluded ; where 2 spirit 
of concord prevailed for a time; and wheré they forgot their animosities. If 
this was the case amidst the darkness of paganism, what shame and reproach 
would attach to them, if they acted differently in this religious and énlightened 
country. With pleasure he could divest himself of the little distinctions of party. 
He seemed, indeed, to rise above them; to breathe a purer air; and to ascend to 
those higher regions, where all was peace and love. 3 

The Third Resolution, —“ That this Meeling, encouraged by the effects produced 
wherever Christianity has been faithfully preached, and its institutions of piety and 
mercy established, and deeply affected with the moral wretchedness of a great part of 
mankind, offers its grateful acknowledgements to Almighty God, for the success which 
he has been pleased already to vouchsafe to the exertions of the Society ; and solemnly 
pledges itself to renewo tls exertions in providing the means of a more extensive inin- 
istration of the Gospel of Christ lo the religious wants of the human race,” was 
moved by JAMES STEPHEN, ESQ., Master in Chancery. He observed that 
the man must have a cold heart, and must ill deserve the name of Christian, whd 
could behold such an audience, assembled on such an occasion, without lively 
emotions of gratitude to God, the author of all good. . 

Among all the charities that abounded in this his native Jand, none certainly 
were more interesting, or equally interesting, with those whose object was the 
diffusion of the glorious light of the Gospel in heathen lands. Compared with 
all other charities, the difference was as great as that between heaven and hell, 
as that between — and time. But, as “one star differeth from another 
star in glory ;” so one object of Missionary labour may, and does, surpass others 
of the same general natare. And he must say, that he could have wished to have 
been called to second the last Resolution, in order that he might have spoken for 
afew minutes on a sobject introduced by his Right Honourable Friend, (Sir G. 
Rose,) and farther noticed by that exalted Character (Mr. WitgerForce) whd 
last addressed them ;—a topic most interesting and dear to his heart;—he meant, 
the communication of Christian Knowledge, and of the advantages of Christian 
Worship, to that most degraded part of mankind,—the slaves of’ the West-India 
Islands. With him that object of the labours of this Society had a peculiar 
interest ; because, while we owe a duty of charity to all, to the Negroes we owe 
a duty of justice. They have been brought from their own native Arrica, by 
means now universally confessed to be unjust ; and the only compensation that 
we can make is to give them that better inheritance, which alone transcends the 
inestimable blessing of civil freedom. 7 : 

Another consideration made him feel a lively interest in the Wesleyan Mis- 
sionary Society. He had watched, from an early period, the growth of that tree, 
which they had planted. It was his lot, (though without any merit on his part, 
to see the introduction of the Gospel by the Wesleyan Connexion among the 
slaves of the West-Indies, seven or eight and thirty years age; when their Mis- 
sionaries first visited the island of St. Christopher’s, where he resided for eleven 
years. He was, one Sunday, aoe the Church in the capital of that island ; 
—(for he ulso was a member of the Church of England ; and their kind friends 
seemed détermined on that day to put forward’ Members of the Church of 
England, in order to elicit from the consciences of those, who had beheld the 
fullest and fairest proofs of their success, a testimony in favour of their cause ;) 
—and while there he perceived that, present in the Church, and immediately 
behind himself, were three persons who joined very fervently in the responses of 
the service, which was no common thing in the West-Indies. The three strangers 
were dréssed in black ; and he concluded, from their animated devotions, that 
they were no ordinary characters. He had not heard of them before. They 
were the three Missionaries, first sent out by the Wesleyan Missionary Society to 
that part of the world ; and one of them was that amiable, that pious, that inde- 
fatizable servant of his Lord and Master, the late Rey. Dr. Coxe. These were 
the men who came to bring the blessings of the Gospel to the slaves of the West- 
India Islands. They could not be, as some uninformed persons had imagined, 
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enemies of the Church of England, whose first visit was to that Church. He 
was sure that the memory of that blessed man, whose name he had just mention- 
ed, was still dear to many around him.—The difficulties of the Missionaries at 
that period, from Jocal circumstances, were much greater'than many supposed. 
They came there, not to meet with encouragement and assistance ; but to en- 
counter every species of neginet, contempt, and aversion. But they diligently 
sowed that seed of life, which would spring up into an abundant harvest. ‘ The 
grain of mustard-seed would hecame a large tree.” Much good fruit would be 
preduced. Who could calculate what would result, from the Christian instruc- 
tian and discipline of twenty or thirty thousand persons, now actually united in 
the classes of the Society, and of a much larger proportion of hearers? If he had 
been told at the time, “‘ You shall live to see these effects of the labours of those 
pious strangers behind you,” nothing could have more astonished him. He 
should have thonght it impassihle. Nothing less than a voice from heaven could 
have convinced him, that, in less than apt | years, he should have witnessed that 
gloriaus success of their labours, which called for such gratitude to God. 

Ta the religious instruction of the slaves, one abstacle, at that period, was the 
Oppesition of their masters ; for that then there was such a spirit of hostility is 
not to he denied. There could not then have been found a man like his Right 
Honourable friend, (Sir G. Rosr,) who had that day avowed feelings and prin- 
ciples sa hanaurable to himself, and who had given such a laudable example 
ta his fellow-planters. He could sympathize with Sim Georce Ross in the 
situation which he had described. His West-Indian Property (if he had under- 
stood him right) had come to him by inheritance, and not hy his own choice ; 
and the property was entailed. In eonsequence of those restrictions to which 
such property is subject, it was impossible for him to give his Negroes their en- 
franchisement. He foynd them ina state of dependance on himself, to which 
even he could not put an end. He heartily applauded the generous, pious, and 
Christian part, which his Right Hqnourable Friend had acted, under these cir- 
cumstances, in searching for the means of promating the moral and religious 
welfare of those whom Providence had brought under his care. 

At the most moderate calculation, there were eight hundred thousand slaves 
in the West-India Settlements ; who were their fellow-subjects, as well as their 
fellaw-creatures ; wha had the strongest claims of justice, as well as compassion, 
upon the British Gavernment, and upon the British people.—It was impossible 
for him to add to their canyictions op the importance of this subject; but let 
them animate each other in humble and pious exultation for what Almighty God 
had already been pleased to effect. They had not only been enabled to carry 
the blessings of the Gospel, in the exercise of Christian charity, to those who so 
greatly needed them, but they had redeemed this Christian land from merited 
reproach. The Protestant Church of England, to which he belonged, had ne- 

lected to pay any particular attention to the slaves of the West-Indies ; for the 
Fret was, that, with the exception of the Protestant Duteh Church, no provision 
had heen made for their spiritual wants. Not so had the Roman Catholics acted. 
In the French, Spanish, and Portuguese Settlements, some knowledge of the 
Catholic faith had been communicated to them; but nothing had heen expressly 
done in their behalf by the Protestant Clergy of the Church of England. Few 
of the slaves ever attended the regular services of the Church. Scarcely ever 
were they seen there, except that now and then one peened in at the doors, to 
see what was going on. He knew one pious Clergyman (and he mentioned it 
to his honour) who attempted to benefit the slave-population by establishing an 
evening-lecture; hut he soon gave it up, because he found that, from their wart 
of previous elementary instruction, he could interest them but little. Yet thet 
ious Clergyman rejoiced that others were doing what himself could not effect 
ligian would henefit the temporal and civil condition of the Negroes, as wel! 
as promote their spiritual and eternal interests, To act like his Right Honour- 
able Friend, would raise the feelings of the master, as well as those of the slave ; 
and make them both, not merely in name, but in reality, Christians. This was 
an attempt which every conscientious and every good man must approve. They 
would thus convey to them the blessings of the life which now is, and the happi- 
ness of that which is to come. Let this Society persevere in a work so eminently 
calcylated to promote the good of mankind ; a work by which they would wipe 
away the deepest reproach from their country, and open wide to myriads 9° 
their fellow-creatures, the doors of their RepEemer’s kingdom, 
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WILLIAM WILLIAMS, ES@Q., M. P., seconded the Resolution, and said, he 
foo had the honour to belong to the Church of England ;. but, happily for the 
world, all classes of Christians were now engaged in ing the establishment 
of the kingdom of their Repzemer. He had always considered the Bible So- 
ciety an honour to the country which gave it birth; and a blessing to the world 
at large. Ilts members united upon the simple but important principle, that 
the sacred volume was the standard of their belief; they acted upon the princi- 
ples which that book revealed; and they wished to send the Gospel to every 
part of the world where man was found. . 

How encouraging were the accounts received from all parts. Go to the East 
and West Indies ; go to Southern and Western Africa; go to America; to La- 
brador ; to the Esquimaux: and in all these places were pleasing effects of Mis- 
sionary labours. Great success had attended tbe efforts which had been made at 
Otaheite, by the London Missionary Society. A few years ago, the people there 
were sunk into the worst state of degradation. A moral renovation had taken 
place in Ceylon, by the Missionaries of the Wesleyan Society ; there were cha- 
pels erected for Christian Worship, and in the Singhalese language Te Deum had 
been sung. He congratulated the Meeting on what had been done in the West 
Indies. A wide field was now open to their exertions, and civilization and 
Christianity would go hand in hand. | 

He most cordially approved of the object which had called them together; end 
he thanked them for their kind attention. 

The REV. ROBERT NEWTON, of. Manchester, who moved the Fourth Reso- 
lution on the subject of prayer for the outpouring of the Hory Sprrir, observed, 
that most of the preceding speakers were members of the venerable Established 
Church. To see them come forward on this day was delightful indeed. Those 
distinguished individuals might have spoken of what their own Church Mission- 
asy Society had done in various parts ; they could have told them what had been 
done in Africa and the East; but, with the most amiable candour and liberality, 
not one of them had referred to their own Missionary Society, while they had 
been advocating theirs. He felt it a pleasure indeed, to listen to those sentiments 
which they had expressed on that day. Never had they seen more candour or 
more kindness, than in the spirit of these Christian friends, which they had that 
day witnessed. Their religious feelings were not partial and restrictive, but libe- 
ral and diffusive, 

The religion which inculcated Jove to Gop, enjoined love to their neighbour; 
and, in answer to the question, “ Who is my neighbour,” he would mention, 
that not twelve months ago, at a Bible come Meeting, a person from the 
Principality had said, the Welsh word for neighbour signified, not man in the 
same vicinity ; not man in the same street; not man in the same country ; but, 
MAN.IN THE SAME WORLD! Jt meant man in every country; in Asia; in Africa; 
in New-Zealand ; at the Antipodes itself; manin the same world. He needs their 
help, and they should do him all the good they could. When he spoke of the 
conversion of a Jost world to Curtst, it was a vast project ; when Christianity 
should be exemplified among people of all climes, colours, and Janguages. They 
might be told, that all this was rather to be wished than expected, and that these 
anticipations were the rovings of an intoxicated intellect. He would, however, 
appeal to the sure word of prophecy. The sacred Scriptures speak of a new 
creation, more glorious than that which took {ye when “the morning stars 
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.” The inspired writers 
were illuminated by the Hor.y Guost; they spoke, therefore, under the guidance 
of Him, who “sees the end frum the beginning ;” and He could not be mis- 
taken. That man must be blind indeed, who does not see the moral world has- 
tening to a glorious consummation. Christianity is going forth to the distant 
parts of the world. The clouds of darkness are scattering ; they flee away be- 
ore the light of divine truth. The prophetic word will be verified; when “the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed,”’ and when “all flesh shall sce the salvation 
of our God.” These views faintly dawned on our first parents shortly after the 
fall; they were displayed in the writings of the Hebrew Seers: and “the cay- 
spring from on high” had visited them, in all the fulness of truth, and grace, and 
righteousness. The full radiance of its splendour would beam upon the heathen 
world; when the Messiap should have the uttermost parts of the earth for bis 


possession.” 
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He had read a sentence which that excellent Missionary Mr. Error wrote, 
on completing his grammar of the rude language of the American Indians ; 
“Prayer and pains, through faith in Cartst, will do any thing.” Let them adopt 
these words as their own motto ; let prayer and pains be united, and all the rest 
would follow. 

He would not forget to mention, that they had — had a gratifying meet- 
ing at Manchester, at which they raised £530 for the Missionary cause. After 
all was over, a letter was handed to him, containing a sovereign, a shilling, a 
sixpence, and a penny. The writer had emptied her pockets at the meeting, but 
on returning home she asked herself, “ Have I done all that I coald?” She 
found that she possessed the sum just specified, which was all she had in the 
world. This person was unknown to him. He had taken some pains to find 
out the individual, but could not succeed. There was, therefore, no vanity in 
this; nothing to be talked about in society. He knew not who was the donor, 
but she was known to the God of Missions, who recorded the fact in his book 
for a memorial. He was-struck with the time of doing this. It was not at the 
Meeting, after she had been listening to an energetic and powerful address; but, 
when she had retired from the crowd. Such was her Christian sympathy, that 
she gave all she had in the world. They should venerate and respect such an 
instance of faith in God. ‘She did what she could, and her offering was, no 
doubt, acceptable to him, who commended the conduct of her who threw into 
the treasury two mites, which make a farthing, when he said, “ Verily, this poor 
woman did cast in all she had, even all her living.” 

The REV..DR. CLARKE, in moving thanks to the Treasurers, thought it 
might be said, that all the speakers, in proposing and seconding resolutions, 
could not have done better. Some motions dignified the mover; but the one 
which he held in his hand recommended both itself and him. He wished, how- 
ever, to call the attention of the Meeting to poor Ireland, his native coun- 
try; where this Society had eleren Missionaries, who spoke to the people in 
their own native tongue, in fields, in the streets, and in Market-places. They 
sometimes addressed the people on their horses; and hence they were called 
‘“‘ Cavalry Preachers ;” from which glorious effects had resulted. He read an in- 
teresting letter from a Liverpool merchant, describing the importance of Mission- 
ary labours, in a mereantile point of view. He observed that the debt of the 
Society had been considerably reduced : but several persons had given much 
more than money ; they had given their time, their talents, their influence, to this 
important business; and to them they were most indebted, next to the blessing of 
God on their labours. After various other observations, he cencluded by ener- 
getically calling upon the Meeting, while they were careful not to neglect any 
part of the domestic vineyard, to give a vigorous support to the Foreign Missions. 


CEYLON MISSION. 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. M‘Kesny, dated August 13th, 1822. 


I feel happy to notice a circumstance which gives interest to our work at 
Pantara. In a village called Wakada, not an English mile distant from our new 
chapel, a respectable native of the fisher-caste has been long in the habit of 
teaching a number of children of his own class in his dwelling-house, but finding 
the inconvenience of not having a place, either amongst the institutions of 
Government or those of our Mission, he came to me and exptained the nature of 
his situation, and begged that I would place him and his children under the pro- 
tection and care of the Mission, upon the terms of his building a good school, 
and teaching without any salary, as he had been given to understand that I could 
not increase the school-expenditure of the station, and that on the Sabbath he 
and his boys would attend the chapel in Pantura. This appeared to me an op- 
portunity of doing good not to be neglected: 1 therefore readily consented to his 
proposal; when evidently delighted with his suecess he took his leave, and with- 
eut loss of time set about the work of erecting the new school, which he was 
able soon to accomplish, having the whole interest of the village in bis favour 
Waving completed his purpose he made his report that all was ready, and Mon- 
day the 24th of June, was fixed on for the opening. I repaired to the place early 
:n the morning of that day, to have an opportunity of minutely observing al! the 
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circumstances of the case, and was greatly pleased to find the new school built 
with. good materials, and in the neatest possible manner. I visited some of the 
families of the village, and found many things calculated to excite pleasing ex- 
pectations of future usefulness amongst them. About eleven o’clock, a. m., the 
people assembled from all quarters of the village to attend preaching, and place 
their children in the school; but the place was not found large enough to con- 
tain one-third of the congregation: I therefore took my stand under a large tree, 
and the people seated + Rg before me on a piece of open ground well 
shaded ; and male and female, young and old, heard the word o God with quiet- 
ness. and attention while I enlarged on John vi. 27, ‘“‘ Labour not for the meat 
which Fe onion but for that which endureth unto. everlasting life.” Afterwards 
the children repaired to the School, and their names were entered. on class-papers 
to the number of fifty-eight,—sixteen of whom are girls. I found I could-not 
consider it just to require the master’s attention to the discipline of our schools 
without some remuneration, and have been able to make an arrangement that 
will enable me to allow him five rix dollars monthly, without increasing the 
school-expenditure. The school continues promising, and on Sunday evening 
last Brother Croven and Professor Rasx, who kindly accompanied us to the 
Pantura opening, and who has manifested great interest in the welfare of our 
Mission from his first arrival in the colony, went with me to this place to hear 
Brother AntHoniez preach, when a large congregation was assembled, most of 
whom were obliged to remain outside : Someta. as the place has only half wails 
they could all hear the sermon.— Wesleyan Missionary Notice. 


ary 
Numbers in the Methodist Episcopat Church. 


From the Minutes of the Several Annual Conferences for the year ending 
July 15, 1823, it appears, 


That there are, effective travelling preachers, 1120 
Supernum , ee 47 
Superannu do. — os £9 
Total number of preachers belonging to the Conferences, 1226 
Number last year, 1106 
Increase of Preachers this: year, 120 


44 have located, 1 bas been expelled, 2 have withrawn, and 9 have died in the 





field. Whites. . Col. Total. 
Total number of Church members, 267618 44922 312640 
Last year, | 297632. 
Increase this year, i 14908 
Poetry. 
De 


From the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine. 
THE UNSEARCHABLE GOD MANIFESTED. 


* “ Canst thou by searching find out God ?”—Zophar. 
“ The only begotten Son—hath declared him.—Join. 





0 THOU stupendous Name! whom Gabriel’s To think,—to speak of God !—I only feel / 


tongue Words here are lost ; or seem but to reveal 
Can ne’er explain, nor harp in heaven strung. A portion of the awe 
In loftiest numbers reach ! Which fills my soul, and leads me to adore ! 
Shall I, a clod, late-out of nothing brought, Phought views th’ amazing height, afraid to soar, 


Presume to make Thee subject of my thought, 
Or subject of my speech ! 


&vd-yieldsto finite law. 
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What though I knew to count the solar rays, 

Or could, with eyes undazzled by the blaze, 
Approach yon flaming Sun; 

His vast circumference measure with a span ; 

His centre find; his deepest fountains scan, 
Whence seas of light still run? 


My mind, full fraught, with wonders new might 


swell, 
My tongue essay the wondrous things to tell, 
And sages to illume ; 
Proud Science, rais’d, immortalize my name ; 
Galileo sink, forgot; and Newton’s fame . 
Be buried in his tomb: 


But, O! of Him who made the Sun, what more 


Should I have learn’d than mortals knew before; 


Than peasant-children know ? 
What, which the Son alone has not declar’d ; 
What, of the heavenly things for men prepar’d, 
God’s highest Name to show? 


Could I with lightning’s speed inyself cunvey 
Beyond creation’s bounds, and thence away, 
Threugh trackless depths of space, 
Creation’s breadth by countless fuld repeat ; 
Remoter still would lie Jehovab’s seat, 
And darkness hide the place! 


But, lo! a scene of solemn, sweet surprise, 
Of glory full, salutes th’ astonish’d eyes 
Of seraph-hosts, and man !— 
Tis God, the Unknown, in human flesh 
enshrin’d!— 
A Transcript fair of the Eternal Mind !~ 
Immensity a span! 


‘Tis Justice, Mercy, Majesty, and Grace, 

Peace, Truth,—display’d in a Redeemer’s face : 
Who dwells all beight above, 

He stoops to earth to raise us to his throne ; 

To make to worms the perfect Godhead known, 
And show that He is Love. 


For the Methodist Magazine. 


In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, Ephesians i. 7. 


There is a note by mortals sung, 

Which never dropp’d from Angel tongue, 
The note of sins forgiv’n: 

A joy that seraphs never knew, 

Though they the glorious Godhead view, 
Within the courts of Heav’n. 


Gabriel, who stands before the throne, 

Has never this true rapture known, 
Deriv’d from sins forgiv’n; 

That ecstacy which moves the soul, 

When tears of deep contrition roll, 
And sighs are breath’d for Heav’n. 


No angel’s harp nor seraph’s lyre, 
Can such a sacred joy inspire, 
Like this from sins forgiv’n ; 
When pardon on the soul is brought, 
And upward flies the ravish’d thought, 
To gaze on light from Heav’n. 


Ah! who has felt this sacred flame, 

That could not with my muse exclaim, 
Ob! ’tis a taste of Heav’n! 

Who could not fall at Jesus’ feet 

And there the grateful song repeat, 
O’erjoy’d at sins forgiv’n. 


Ob! ’tis a strain my soul has caught, 
Which rose from that inspiring thought, 
Of sins that were forgiv’n ; 
When breath’d those sacred airs sublime 
Perfum’d by Jesus’ blood divine, 
Whose fragrance flies to Heav’n. 


How sweetly flows the grateful tear, 
When clouds of darkness disappear, 
And pardoning grace is giv’n— 
When peace, that holy Dove descends, 
Whose balmy wings the soul defends, 
That’s born and bound for Heav'n. 


The heart renew’d, a rapture feels, 

Which silent o’er the spirit steais, 
Like odours breath’d from Heav’n, 

Devotion then begins to wear, 

An aspect most benignly fair, 
Which ne’er on earth was giv’n. 


Bloominy her lovely face appears, 
More beauteous than the radiant spheres 
Which deck the arch of Heav’n; 
When hope within the bosom glows, 
To show the stream of life which flows, 
Through Christ for sins forgiv’n. 
MIRANDA. 
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ERRATA. 
Page 240, line 2 from top, read evening instead of morning: 
— 292,—27 — read Mendon instead of Munden. 
— 24,—-5 — read loving instead of viewing. 
= <= -—= 6 from bottom, read dwell instead of drink. 
— 297,—19 — top, read and be served, lest by this means others as she thought, instead of and 


he seemed lost by this means, as others 


307, — 11 from top, read from the belief in which instead of in the belief of which 
208,—— S$ = —, insert a between afford and sufficient. 








